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INTRODUCTION

THE BOOK OF GALATIANS
INTRODUCTION
I. THE AUTHORSHIP

This epistle (letter), bears the distinct mark atiPs personality as in comparison with
any other of his writings. Every since the firstiggaing together of the Pauline writings in a
corpus (a collection of writings by one author)lear the second century AD, the book of
Galatians has been given a secure place among Thesbook remains as a solid witness to the
many facets of the character of this great aptstlee Gentile people. We find recorded a brief
but concise testimony of his pre-Christian lifel@ ff). In some ways it is surprising that he only
gives a little bit of detail about his conversioyet what he does say is very significant. He was
called to be an apostle from the time he was imogher’'s womb (1:1,15,16).

This epistle reveals an intensely human man. ¢t @seals a rugged independence that is
fixed upon the Word of God. We find throughout tleier the words of a preacher not a
theologian. He wrestled out his theology on hig.fle makes it clear that he did not receive his
messages from men but rather directly from Godl(12). All of this could make a man
boastful but Paul kept his life in balance. He $amself not only as an apostle (a position of
honor), but also a slave (a position of humilialidt#e had been freed from thendage of the
law but he maintained that he subjected himself totmog abondman for Christ.

Paul was a Hebrew from birth and belonged to thetsst of the Jewish sects, that of the
Pharisees. He had studied the Law under Gamalmd,was considered to be one of the leading
Jewish teachers of the dd3aul also had the opportunity to understand th&if@éevorld. He was
born in Tarsus, in which his father had the digtugcprivilege of gaining Roman citizenship. He
was surrounded by Greek culture. Tarsus was thinhportance as a university center for Greek
studies (after Athens and Alexandria).
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INTRODUCTION

II. THE AIM

“Wherever religion has lost its reality, whereviénal is more
regarded than right living, wherever subscriptioratcreed is
substituted for submission to Christ, wherever lolaims of
orthodoxy are accompanied by conduct devoid ofighavherever
deeds of self-righteousness are obscuring the glattye cross,
there this epistle should be made to sound owtatson call to a
new dependence upon justifying grace, to a faih isishown by
works, to a walk that is by the Spirit, to a lifespired by love.”

Charles R. Erdman
“The Epistle of Paul to the Galatians”

This epistle was destined to becomeMegna Chartaof spiritual freedom.

“The Epistle to the Galatians stands in relatiothmRoman letter,
as a rough model to the finished statue . . . Tammidant themes
in Galatians which are given equal emphasis in Renaae the
insistence on justification before God by faithaagrom legal
works, and the presentation of the Spirit as tiecgle of the new
life in Christ which believers enjoy as freebornlaten of God.”

p.5

J.B. Lightfoot
“The Epistle to the Galatians”

p.49

Paul was able to help his readers see that whesuttetance had come, the shadow could
disappear; when Christ had fulfilled the law, hedmse arfend to the law”to everyone who
believed in him, Paul was convinced that even én@id Testament, men were saved by grace

through faith in God as He had revealed Himself.

Paul also understood the gré&atystery” that in Christ the Law that separated the Jew

and Gentile had been done away with, and thatibyifaJesus Christ both the Jews and

Gentiles formed one body, the Christian Churchyaidcach able to maintain their
distinctiveness without becoming disunified.

Many did not share Paul's beliefs. The Judaizesssiad that even though Jesus was to be

accepted as the Messiah, it was necessary forawemho professed their faith in Him to

observe with all the strictness of the Law thealitiihat Moses had establishddhese legalists

used the Scriptures to support their views. Theywsd the sanctity of the Law. They also

argued that Christ was careful to observe the rements of the Law.
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INTRODUCTION
Il. THE AIM (Contd.)

This letter is in response to the disturbing neved the Judaizers had visited the
Galatians and were persuading the new convertscepéa different form of teaching then what
they had been taugiRaul calls these peopteouble-makers” (1:7; 5:10) or‘agitators” (5:12).
They were trying to impose on the Galatian Chnstisome of the requirements of the Jewish
Law - namely circumcision. It also seems to inddddiat they were trying to get these converts to
observe the Jewish special days according to thessBealendar (4:10).

“The Galatian converts were being urged to obseevemonies of
the O.T. law as integral to the gospel and to dcaejmctrine of
justification by personal merit.”

F. F. Bruce
“Commentary on Galatians”
p. 22

They attempted to gain credence for their causgigparaging Paul and casting doubt on
his apostolic credential?aul therefore spent a great deal of time ordmsmission to being an
apostle of Jesus Christ.

They projected Paul as one who played both sidésithf - He proclaimed freedom from
the Law to the Gentiles while continuing to keep dlewish feasts and take upon himself Jewish
vows as well as glory in his Jewish heritage. Raglied that he observed them so as not to
offend his Jewish friends but he also believed ithaas not necessary for the Gentile believers
to observe the Jewish ceremonies and practices.

Paul wanted the church to practice their beliebulghfaith not ritual. This faith had to
be so real as to involved complete submissionsod 3will, so vital to manifest God'’s virtues
and so true as to follow the perfect law of love.
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INTRODUCTION

Ill. THE DESTINATION

There has been an increased argument about to Whetetter was addressed to. Did it
belong to Galatia proper or to the larger Romawipge known by that nan?eThe former view
is known as North Galatian Theory.” This would include the churches located in thiegiof
Ancyra, Pessinus, and Tavium which would have established on Paul's Second Missionary
Journey.

The“South Galatian Theory”would include the churches located in Pisidianiam
and Lystra, and Derbe which Paul founded during-htst Missionary Journey. The provincial
district of Rome was establish in 25 B.C. on thatdef King Amytntas who had reigned over
the areas of Pisidia, Isaura, part of PamphyliasMZg/licia, Lycaonia, and Galatia. The
Provincia Galatia therefore stretched from Pontuthe Black Sea to Pamphylia on the
Mediterranean.

In other words the term Galatia could describeegithe geographical district in the north
of the province or the province as a whalg. until the eighteenth century, no commentator
seemed to have disputed the northern geographstact At this time the renowned R.W.
Ramsay (1851-1939) wrote a commentary in 1899 baged a systematic survey of Central
Asia Minor along with a comprehensive and detadedly of epigraphy (a scientific study of
inscriptions) and classical literature.

The Greek word fotfGalatia” is a variant form of the wortCelts.” The Celts were first
seen as residents of Central Europe in what wawkmas the Danube basin. Jerome quoted the
Christian writer Caecilius Firmianus Lactantiugtisigi that they were so called because of the
whiteness of their skin. He believed that the naras derived from the Greek watd ”
meaning'milk.”

Due to the fact that many competent scholars startabth sides of the argument
suggests that neither is absolutely conclusive.itYsfould be said that the weight of evidence
seems to favor the South Galatian viewpoint.

Another important area of evidence is found witBeriptures themselves. In Acts 16:6 it
is noted that they traveled through the Phyrgiah@alatic region. Again in Acts 18:23 this area
is mentioned as Paul was making his back to Ephefseisleaving Palestine. Other references
include | Corinthians 16:1; Galatians 1:2 and lePat1.
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INTRODUCTION

IV. THE DATE

Once again we are confronted with different conolus._ Those agreeing to the South
Galatian Theory center their thoughts around th@&lutig line of the time seen in Acts 15 (the
Jerusalem Council) which is believed to correspoitd Galatians 2A second theory brings
Acts 11:30 and Galatians 2:1-10 together in tiAr@ther way of dating is by comparing the
doctrinal development found within the writings. \ed that the Thessalonian epistles are
mainly eschatological (future events) while Galagi@ontains few hints of such a doctrine.

We do know that Paul was converted around 29-3Q Sdne believe that the doctrine
of the Galatians is too mature to be placed dutiegearliest stages of Paul’s epistles.

“It is often forgotten that as many years passddrbene wrote any
epistle . . _It is impossible to suppose that adws active as that
of Paul would not have reached considerable mgtafiér such a
period of extensive thought on the major themeStuoistianity.”

Donald Guthrie
“The New Century Bible Commentary of Galatians”
p. 37

If we believe that this epistle was written earlg would place it about 15 years after
Paul's conversion (i.e., 45 A.D.). If we choose lditer date, it would have been written during
Paul’s third missionary journey (Acts 18:23ff. Beten 55 & 60 A.D.).

V. THE MODERN RELEVANCE

It was this epistle along with the Book of Romamet {played a significant part in
thinking and actions of Martyn Luther in bringinigaut the Reformatiorklis commentary on
Galatians is a notable exposition of Reformed doetHe saw the Judaizers as examples of
legalists in religion, and therefore as vivid exdespf any religion system in which its approach
to God was based upon legal requirements. Pawigipation by faith became the kingpin of
Luther’s reform.

We also must guard against this form of bondagedilymeaning people.
A. Proclaiming a Serious Warning against Legalism

The Judaizers were very sincere in what they betlevout they were
sincerely wrongWhenever the doctrine of Justification by faith inGod is proclaimed,
believed and acted upon, the result is a dynamic Cistianity that affects both individuals
as well as nations.
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INTRODUCTION

People find security in maintaining a well-defides of duties. It seems easier for some
to apply themselves wholeheartedly to a fixed pace than to an exercise of discipline in
personal faith.

B. Proclaiming A Serious Warning against Libertinian

The other side of the coin is clearly seen in @atram since the adoption
of the Charter of Rights and FreedoM# have accepted a freedom without responsibily.
have endorsed a self-centered system of law tma¢sl@ny rights to the unborn and is quickly
moving to support euthanasia and infanticide. Wieeltiunken drivers that escape justice
because they didn’t know what they were doing. [[Btegoes on and on.

In Christianity we must be very careful that we doise our freedom for an opportunity
for the flesh to have its way (5:13aul makes it clear that we must crucify the fiegh its
desires and passions (5:24). We are not to us€lmistian liberty to become a stumbling block.

C. Proclaiming a Message of Non-Complacency and Ngbompromise

We may appear as too stringent, but we must noemovnch on this
issue. Paul adopted a firm line whether on matiedoctrine or disciplineHe knew that strong
church could only be built that way.

Paul used three main foundations to build his baj@n.
1. Direct Quotations of The Old Testament

Paul uses Deuteronomy 27:26 as recorded in 3:&0rirgj to the
curse of the Law (as well as in 4:21, 4:27)

2. Indirect Quotations of the Old Testament

This can be seen when comparing 1:15 with Isaiah, 4@remiah 1:5;
2:16; Psalm 143:2. Galatians 6:16 seems to alludRsalm 125:5.

3. Allegorical Usage of the Old Testament

The example of Sarah-Hagar and their sons Ishnmakelsaac as
recorded in Galatians 4:21-31 is a notable case.

This epistle has been rightly regarded as the ehaftChristian freedom. As long as its
teaching is heeded, the church will never beconsi&aead in the bondage that men unintentionally
create.
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LESSON 1

THE BAD NEWS ABOUT GOOD NEWS
Chapter 1:1-10

Paul had devoted his life to preach the Good ndwiseoGospel of Jesus Christ. Before
the churches had time to grow, they were bombandédJudaizers who were convinced that the
people needed to be taught differently. Paul betifisdetter like a runner at full speed. He
realizes that he only has a little time to save¢hgew converts from the deceitfulness of these
false teachers.

There are three main points to Paul’'s argument

I. HE EXPLAINS HIS AUTHORITY (1:1-5)
[I. HE EXPRESSES HIS ANXIETY (1:6-7)
[ll. HE EXPOSES HIS ADVERSARIES (1:8-10)

I. HE EXPLAINS HIS AUTHORITY (1:1-5)

1:1  -*Paul an apostle”’- The naméPaul” was a common Roman surname. It was found
frequently in classical literature, inscriptiongdgmapyri. It was originally an aristocratic Roman
name and was later used by many newly enfrancloitedns._Beyond the fact that Paul was
born a Roman citizen, we know little of his orighhe certainly never had a drop of Roman blood
in his veins.

A. His Ministry (1:1-2)

Paul highlights his claim of being an apostleimrect contrast to those who were
trying to fight against him. The wof@dpostle -* " is used to explain his claim that
he was commissioned by Jesus to preach the goghehuthority and to plant thriving churches.
In early Greek writing, the word was used to désca naval expedition (i.e., when someone
was commissioned to represent Greek interestg@igio service). Among the Greek-speaking
Jews, it was used also to describe authorizedseptatives, (special messengers with a special
status) either an individual or a body of persddben Christ came the word was used to
describe those who were commissioned by Chriseasebs of the Gospeélhis is the way this
word is used in all of the 79 instances that wd ftrused in the Scriptures.

According to Acts 1:22-26 there were two main reguents for being an apostférst,
they had to be an eyewitness of Christ's minigtoyt the time of John the Baptist up until the
resurrectionSecondly.they had to be chosen for this office by JesusgdiThe twelve
apostles (including Matthias) all qualified. Théseno indication that the number had to be
limited to twelve men.
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LESSON 1
I. HE EXPLAINS HIS AUTHORITY (1:1-5)(Contd.)
1:1  A. His Ministry (1:1-2) (Contd.)
Paul claimed to have fulfilled the conditions agsult of his Damascus Road

experienceluke endorses Paul’s claim and also mentions BahéActs 13:2; 14:14). Others
listed as apostles are James (I Corinthians 15d Sdlas (I Thessalonians 2:6,7, cf. 1:1).

“In the first clause he distinguishes himself frdme false apostles,
who did not derive their commission from God atjathereas] in
the second he ranks himself with the Twelve, wheewe
commissioned directly by him.”

J. B. Lightfoot

It is interesting that Paul used other words tacdks his calling as well. In
Romans 1:1 he calls himsé# slave or servant.’In Philemon 1 he calls himsét prisoner of
Jesus Christ.”

“sent not from men nor by man* The reason why Paul became an apostle was NOT
because of some man-made endorsement (Acts dlthe final analysis no man can make
another a servant of Go@od simply allows us to lay hands upon those Hedt@ady chosen.
The NEB translates it &aot by human appointment or human commission.”

“But by Jesus Christ and God the Father’The only way to question Paul’'s authority
would be to question the authority of the otherstigs.It's not surprising that they would
guestion Paul. After all, the Jewish leaders qoastl both John the Baptist (John 1:19-28) and
Jesus’ authority (Matthew 21:23-27).

“who raised him from the dead* Remember that it was Paul’s experience withriden
Lord on the Damascus road that convinced him tees)eas alive and set the foundation for his
call to be an apostle.

1:2 -“All the brothers with me”- Paul didn’t feel he needed a group of men ten@fany of
the false charges brought against him so he doeanie them as he had in his other epistles.
The word“brothers - ” was used to describe those who belonged to aaedig
community.

“To the churches in Galatia’- The following explanation seems to put the whotture
into perspective.
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LESSON 1

I. HE EXPLAINS HIS AUTHORITY (1:1-5)(Contd.)
1:2  A. His Ministry (1:1-2) (Contd.)

“Several hundred years before the birth of Chssine fierce
tribes migrated from Gaul (modern France) into Adiaor, and
founded Galatia, which meafbke country of the GaulsWhen
the Romans reorganized the ancient world, they nGadatia a
part of a larger province that included other araad so they
called the entire province Galatia. So, back infBalay, when a
person talked about Galatia, you could not be wainether he
meant the smaller country of Galatia or the laRgeman province.
Bible students are divided over whether Paul wrotehurches in
the country of Galatia or in the province of Galafihe former
view is called the “north Galatian theory” and thtter the ‘south
Galatian theory.” The matter is not finally settledt the evidence
seems to indicate that Paul wrote to the churainésel southern
part of the province of Galatia - Antioch, Iconiubystra, Derbe -
churches he founded on his first missionary jourdets 13-14).”

B. His Message (1:3-4)

1:3 -*“Grace and peace to you* The word‘grace” (Greek - “charis”) has two meanings.
The first is“sheer beauty”while the other iSundeserved generosity.This word is very
important especially to a church that is strugglvigether salvation by grace is sufficient.

The word‘peace” (Greek - “eirene,” Hebrew - “shalom”) is also important. It speaks
of the state of favor and well-being into which naga bought by Christ’s death on the cross and
in which they are kept by God’s persevering grdte Galatians were both falling from grace
and losing their peace by turning from the uncaedmospel.

1:4  -*who gave himself for our sins™ The message of the cross is an important theme
of this book (See 2:19-21; 3:1,13; 4:5; 5:11, 242614).

“To rescue us from the present evil age'Jesus not only came to offer us a complete
forgiveness of past sins but also to free us frlioeréalm of sin that we once found irresistible.
Therefore, He not only forgave us of the guiltlod past but also from the power of sin over our
lives. Jesus came to proclaim liberty to those wkee captives (Luke 4:18).
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LESSON 1

I. HE EXPLAINS HIS AUTHORITY (1:1-5)(Contd.)
C. His Motive (1:5)

1:5 -“Towhom be glory for ever and ever. AmeRr’Like the doxologies which
append the first four books of the O.T. psaltea(fds41:13; 72:19; 89:52; 106:48), the NT
doxologies also end wittAmen.” In it simplest form it mearitet it come to pass.”

In stark contrast to the false teachers, Paul wddmteministry to bring glory to God
(I Corinthians 10:32). Those who seek personalygddien find it on earth but they will be very
disappointed when they stand before God.

II. HE EXPRESSES HIS ANXIETY (1:6-7)

1:6 - Paul makes it clear why he is so concerned abeut actions:So quickly”

seems to indicate that either Paul was referrirgttme shortly after their conversion; shortly
after the false teachers arrived; or shortly éaul left to continue his journey. The word
“deserting” is used both of military revolt and of a changatiitude. It was a serious case of
defection. Paul was speaking of their carefullynpked move frontiberty back tolegalism We
can only fail when trying to follow a gospel th@nters on works and not one that centers upon
grace. Anything other than the pure gospel (100%) is ragrsion.

1:7 -*which is really no gospel at all”- Legalism is never the gospel message. The
gospel is‘good news”while legalism becomes a form of bondage to asesf rules and
regulations, often dictated by man. Our relatiopgbiGod should never be based upon
satisfying the claims of a group of LAWS but ratheronsistent attempt to meet the obligations
set forth by God’s LOVE. Love makes us want to oléyle the Law forces us to do so.

“Some people are throwing you into confusion’lt is an awful thing when people play
games with our minds. The word used here is alslatedtrouble you.” It speaks of physical
agitation, sometimes mental disturbance and somastsaditious activity.

“Trying to pervert the gospel of Christ® The word‘pervert” means'to transfer to a
different opinion.” It meant that the Galatians were being swayedhémge their belief in the
message of the gospel. They were not just twighiegyospel, but rather they were transforming
it into something totally different from it origittg had been.

“Indeed, the Church’s greatest troublemakers (newhan) are not
those outside who oppose, ridicule and persecubetithose
inside who try to change the gospel.”
James Montgomery Boice
“The Expositors Bible CommentaryVol 10, p. 428
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LESSON 1

[ll. HE EXPOSES HIS ADVERSARIES (1:8-10)

The true test of a man’s ministry is not his poptygMatthew 24:11); or miraculous
signs and wonders (Matthew 24:23-24); but rathefdithfulness to God’s Word (Isaiah 8:20;
| Timothy 4; 1 John 4:1-6). The apostle John evemns us not to associate with those who are
false teachers (Il John 5-11).

1:8 -“Ifwe or an angel ...”"- The outward appearance of the messenger doesilicdte
the message; rather, the nature of the messagatesithe messenger.

“Let him be eternally condemned” The word used here ‘ianathema” which is closely
related to the Hebrew woftierem.” (cf. Joshua 7:1, 20f). The Hebrew word had a nmepaf
“ban” and was used during the time of a holy war wheesy¢hing and everyone were to be
devoted to God for destruction. Read Acts 23:14fturther use of this word in the NT. To the
Jew, everything had to be completely devoted towé&h Anyone who disobeyed was
considered as cursed and their judgement broughit abeir death.

1:9 -“now | say again” - Paul repeats his warning in order to impressitpe Galatians the
seriousness of the false teachers and those wheobeerg led astrayt was upon Jesus hearing a
false gospel, one without a cross, that Jesus ‘€a@d,behind me Satan. You do not have the
mind of the things of God, but the things of méMark 8:33).

“Other than that which you accepted” This is the only change from verse eight. The
emphasis shifts from the messengers to the re¢fpitine gospel needs to be more than just
preached - it needs to be received and acted upon.

1:10 -“Am I now trying to win the approval of men, or déod?” - This is, of course, a
rhetorical question. It is easy to see how decsigan take our words and twist them to say
something we never intended (cf. | Corinthians R:P2ul knew that it was foolish to try to
persuade God into changinbhis action is only done by religious charlatdimsmé who falsely
claims to have expert knowledge or skillWWebster's) and practitioners of magic.

“I would not be a servant (slave) of Christ’Paul made his life unreservedly available
to God for the sake of others. Those who try tagdemen will ultimately have to choose
whether God’s will or man’s will is to be followe@he choice should be clear.

These opening words show Paul as a defender ¢dithe He does so throughout the

book in three ways. The first isPeersonal approach(chapters 1-2); his second i®actrinal
approach (chapters 3-4); and his third i$aactical approach (chapters 5-6).
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LESSON 2

PAUL'S AUTOBIOGRAPHY
(How God Works Through our Weaknesses)

Chapter 1:11-24

Before Paul begins his short autobiography, he ageén reemphasises the fact of how
he received the revelation of the Gospel.

1:11 -*l want you to know” - The verb used here‘is ” means'to make clear or to
certify.” The thing that Paul wants to make clear is actuhtiee thingsFirst, he wanted them
to understand that the gospel he preached'masomething that man made up [t is not
within our normal thinking to come up with a messé#ugat is central to the cross and the
resurrection of Jesus Christ.

1:12 -*l did not receive it from any man’- Secondly_Paul uses an interesting set of

words that describe the process of memorizatiowtigh the rabbis passed along their rabbinic
traditions to their studentkater on (I Corinthians 15:1,3), Paul used thisdwo describe the
process in which he passed on this revelationgdiurch.

Thirdly, Paul adds that he was rftdaught it.” This is now the normal process, but Paul
was not taught the gospel by anyone else. He maklesar that héreceived it by revelation
from Jesus Christ.”

“God the Father was the revealer; it was Jesuss©hho was
revealed, and in that revelation Paul receivedjbgpel, together
with the command to make it known in the Gentileaid

F.F. Bruce
“Commentary on Galatians”
p. 89

What happened to Paul on the road to Damascus lirabgut a series of events that
changed the complete direction of his life. Themet flew verses explain the changes in a brief
but a concise manner.

I. PAUL THE PERSECUTOR (1:13-14)

[I. PAUL THE PUPIL (1:15-16A)
[ll. PAUL THE PREACHER ( 1:16B-24)
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LESSON 2

I. PAUL THE PERSECUTOR (1:13-14)

1:13 -“you have heard’- A more detailed account can be found in Act2@2s well as in
Acts 9 and Philippians 3:6. Paul saw his past carkpersecuting the church as a testimony to
the grace of God that is able to change people Beip His enemies used it to insinuate that
Paul had a doubtful character that couldn’t betéais

“of my previous way of life” This refers to his whole way of life including tathical,
mental and religious way of life.

“in Judaism” - It was Judaism that had rejected the risen Christ

“How intensely | persecuted the church of God"The word for‘persecuted”is the
same word used in Acts 9:4. This was not a one ¢éveat._Paul was persistent in his persecution
until Jesus met himlhe word used folintensely or violently” literally meansbeyond measure
or excessively or to an extraordinary degree.”

“To destroy it” - The word is also used in verse 23 as well a&cis 9:21. Paul was out
to totally annihilate the church.

1:14 -“I was advancing in Judaism” The same word dadvancing’ was used to describe
how Jesus matured (tmade great strides) in Luke 2:52. If it could be seen as a race, Rad
way ahead of the rest of the pack.

“was extremely zealous for the traditions of myli@rs” - This meant he had spent
much time studying the Torah and the rabbinicalitiens (or oral tradition) that followed it.
This meant that he first studied the Mishnah, titensecondary later collection called the
Gemara, with the two together forming the Talmiile Rabbis would say that the Scriptures
were the water; the Mishnah was the wine, whileGleenara was the spiced wine. Jesus had
some strong words against those who placed thiiteg higher than they should have (Mark
7:6-13).

II. PAUL THE PUPIL (1:15 -16A)

It is one thing to be taught, while it another ®rb-taught. We find it so difficult to
“unlearn” what we once have accepted as trutls. Hiarrd to accept the fact that we have been led

astray.

1:15 -“But when God, who set me apart from birth”Paul recognized that human salvation
is first and foremost initiated by God Himself. Bleewvords parallel the description given by
other writers (Isaiah 49:1-6; Jeremiah 1:5; Luke-17). Paul accepted the fact that he had been
chosen to be an apostle before he was even codogitlén his mother’s womb - before he
could think for himself.
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LESSON 2
II. PAUL THE PUPIL (1:15 -16A) (Contd.)
1:15 -“and called me by his grace® Grace is a powerful motivation to change us ftom

grip of manmade tradition§sod’s voice speaks in the darkness of hiddeh tiCitose who say
they can’t find God are only fooling themselves.

1:16a -“to reveal his Son in me™ As for Paul the outward vision of the risen Gheand the
inward illumination of the living Word coincidedVe can never become an effective ambassador
of the message of God’s grace without first recgthe revelation within our inner man
(Galatians 2:20; 4:19).

[ll. PAUL THE PREACHER ( 1:16b-24)

1:16b - “so that | might preach him among the Gentiles’"He was called to preach the
bankruptcy of the Law in comparison to the sufice of Christ.The word translatetiGentiles”
literally means'peoples or nations.”It identified those of foreign or non-Jewish degcé
would take an authentic conversion to have Pawukstie non-Jewish people (Acts 13:46-48;
22:21,22; Ephesians 3:1,8). His calling was toGleatiles just like Peter’'s was to the Jews.

- “l did not consult any man”- Paul did not receive this revelation throtfiash and
blood.” It came not by human origin (cf. Il Peter 1:20,Z223ul went to speak with God before
speaking to other men. It is a good example tovall

1:17 - “nor did I go up to Jerusalem” We are not sure why Paul avoided a consultatiitim
the leaders in Jerusalem. He may have felt tiggvie further support to his revelation by God
only.

- “but I went immediately into Arabia’- This was probably the area that included
Damascus that stretched southwards in the direofitime Sinaitic peninsula. It is most likely
that Paul secluded himself to this area in orden¢dlitate upon the phenomenal experience he
just had. It is just like God to bring us from tisnef great activity to times of reflection and
clarification. We do not know how long this took. Suggestionsrseevary from a few weeks to
several months and some also believe up to the fla&s mentioned in the next verse.

It should be noted that Paul’s statement doesatradict that recorded by Luke in
Acts 9:20-30.

- “and later returned to Damascus* It was during this time Paul was met with great
hostility from the ethnarch Aretas and also ofike/s (Il Corinthians 11:30-33; Acts 9:24).
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LESSON 2

lll. PAUL THE PREACHER ( 1:16b-24)(Contd.)

1:18 -"Then after three years™ The end of one year, along with a full year #mlbeginning
of third year, can constitute a period of threerg@a Jewish calculation¥Ve are dealing with a
time somewhere between A.D. 32-35.

- “l went up to Jerusalem to visit with Peter” The wording suggests that Paul primarily
went up to get acquainted with Peter. The Greeldvilastoreo” is the word from which we get
our word“history.” They probably told each other their life’s stoegtimony. Some feel that it
was during this time that Paul discovered that degpeared to Cephas on the third day after His
crucifixion (I Corinthians 15:5).

Whatever did take place during this time, we knbat hothing happened that changed
the fact that Paul’s affirmation came directly fr@hrist, through no intermediary like Peter.

1:19- “l saw none of the other apostles’ Once again Paul shows that he kept his visits to
limit. This proved to be added support for his desrevelation as opposed to one given by man.

- “only James, the Lord’s brother™ There is no doubt that Jesus had other brothers
(Mark 6:3; Matthew 13:55; | Corinthians 9:5). Thew that James and the others were uterine
brothers of Jesus was affirmed by Helvidius in AZD.3n AD 383 Jerome suggested that the
Lord’s “ - brothers” were actually his first cousins, tbas of Alphaeus by Mary of
Clopas, whom he referred from John 19:25 to bevittggn Mary’s sister. This was taught in
order to safeguard the teaching of the perpetuginity not only of Mary but also of Joseph. The
weight of historical fact proves otherwise.

“The word brother’ can mean (1) A true brother born of the same
father and mother, (2) a stepbrother, and (3) aiooBut there is
no reason to take the word in any other than tisedind most
natural sense here, particulary as Mark 6:3 indg#tat as many
as six other children had been born to Mary. It imaye been this
family relationship that compelled Paul to make dam
acquaintance. The theory that these were sonsamghters of
Joseph by a former marriage is purely a produ&arhan Catholic
thinking regarding the supposed perpetual virgiaftiary rather
than the product of sound exegesis or even prahafif.
Lightfoot, pp. 252-291).

According to the gospel writers (Mark 3:21, 31-36hn 7:5) they were far from being
Jesus’ followers until the time of His death. Itsathen that they dealt with their misgivings.
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LESSON 2

lll. PAUL THE PREACHER ( 1:16b-24)(Contd.)

1:20 -*l assure you before God” Anyone who believes they can fool God with theaslare

a fool themselves. Paul recognized that everyorns stand before God to make an account of
what they have said and done (Il Corinthians 5:E6}.other uses of this expression see Romans
9:1,2; 1l Corinthians 1:23; 11:31; | Thessaloniams; | Timothy 2:7)._Nothing is hidden from

God (Matthew 10:26).

- “that what | am writing to you is no lie” -This followed the Roman judicial procedure
that was normally discouraged and therefore usedYONhen absolutely necessaRaul must
have felt that the independence of the gospel andgostleship was at stake. The same thing
occurs in our courts toda$yfo you promise to tell the truth, the whole triahd nothing but the
truth, so help you God?Y'This stands even more important for those whioyothe Lord’s
injunction (Matthew 5:33-37).

1:21 -“Later | went to Syria and Cilicid - This is not meant to be in chronological ordeft
Acts 9:30; 11:25,26). He actually visited Ciliciadathen SyriaThis means that he spent a great
deal of time far from Jerusalem. It also meant kieatvas often on his own. Tarsus, Paul’s
hometown was in Cilicia. It was Barnabas who waete to bring him to Antioch which is the
capital of Syria (Acts 11:25). It was the centethd missionary activity at this time.

1:22 -*l was personally unknown to the churches of Judea’Paul had the ability to become
an instant celebrity - He chose not to. He pretetodive in relative obscurity until the Holy
Spirit called him to begin his famous missionamrjeys. God's timing is always right.

- We must remember that the early church was spyeatdecause of great persecution
(Acts 8:1 cf. 1:8).

1:23 -“They only heard the report™ Isn’t it surprising that Paul, being one of treat
persecutors, was unknown to the churches in tree Hrmost likely means that even though his
previous reputation was known, most of the chuidmdt know him personally because he
spent such little time in Judea.

- “The man who formally persecuted us in now preachithe faith” - God is still
transforming the persecutors into the preach@us.greatest opposition can become our greatest
support. God is still a miracle working God.
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LESSON 2

1:24 - “And they praised God because of meThe inescapable logic of Paul makes it cleatr tha
he believed that the message has a way of valgiitenmessengerhis was not a one time
“praise meeting” but rather a continual praise rirfiig to God because the great persecutor was
now the greatest preacher.

The chapter began with a perversion of the gogplp&rsecution against those who held
to the truth. It ended with praise. Too many Chaist try to submerge themselves in praise
without first wading through the waters of persemutwvith its waves of perverted doctrines.
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LESSON 3

THE FREEDOM FIGHTER
PART |

Chapter 2:1-10

Elmer Davis, a veteran news analyst wrote in hskli8ut We Were Born Freesaid in
speaking of the United States,

“This will remain the land of the free only so long
as it is the home of the brave.”

The book of Galatians brings out the fact that Read willing to fight for what he
believed.There were many times when he wouldn’t have wpogularity contest. There were
no back doors on these issues. Paul had to coreéddace with those who opposed his
revelation.The stages in this process are recorded in tlaipteh

“So it is to Paul's steadfastness in conflict that
Christians owe, humanly speaking, the continuation
of the full gospel of grace in subsequent church
history.”

James Montgomery Boice
“The Expositor’s Bible Commentary,
Vol. 10, p. 438

I. APRIVATE CONSULTATION (2:1-2)

2:1 -"Fourteen years later”- There are differences of opinion whether this siftem his
previous visit to Jerusalem or whether it datemfthe time of his conversion. The important
thing to see is that Paul had plenty of time toaligy his mission’s perspective to the Gentiles.
The main reason for any details such as datesastéblish his claim as an apostle.

- “I went up again to Jerusalem” -This is most probably the same visit that is rdedr
in Acts 15 which is commonly known &Bhe Jerusalem Council. The most probable dates to
consider are that Paul’s conversion took place.D.&2; his visit with Peter was in A.D. 35 and
the meeting at Jerusalem was in A.D. 49.

- this time with Barnabas™ The naméBarnabas’ means‘son of encouragement.”
Barnabas was a close associate with Paul (I CoaimslD:6). At first Barnabas was seen as the
senior member but as the years past it becamergvite Paul was the dominant partner. The
early work of Barnabas was recorded in Acts 9:2719-30. According to Luke, Barnabas was a
Levite from Cyprus whose personal name was Joskgtis @:36).
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LESSON 3

l. A PRIVATE CONSULTATION (2:1-2) (Contd.)

2:1 -*l took Titus along also” - Titus was a Gentile (Greek) who was evidently frAntioch. It

is believed that according to Titus 1:5 that he thasfirst bishop of the Cretan Church. Titus
became an important figure in the discussion timfal Being a Gentile who was a close
associate of Paul, he stood as an example to pinavgrace was equally sufficient for both Jews
and Gentiles whether they had been circumcise@®r n

2:2 -*l went in response to a revelation” This does not contradict the statement recorded in
Acts 15:2-4, God has many ways to reveal His willi$. In this case the revelation and the
decision came about to confirm what God wanted Badlhis associates to déod still uses
many people along with the working of the Holy 8w confirm His will for our lives.

“It gave to Paul the absolute assurance that it was
the will of God for him to go to Jerusalem to atten
the historic Council which determined for all time
the very question which the false teachers had
revived in Galatia.”
Charles R. Erdman
“The Epistle of Paul to the Galatians”
p. 42

Paul makes it clear that he did NOT respond becaluseequest of the apostles in
Jerusalem.

- “and set before them the gospel'What Paul is saying is that hleommunicated;
declared, referred; laid before them for consideiat” the gospel that he was still preaching
(present tense). It was NOT that he was openinfp@igliscussion for changes. He simply gave
opportunity for feedback on the content of the gbspessage that he was appointed to proclaim
to the Gentiles. Never compromise the true gosgslsage in spite of opposition.

- “But | did this privately to those who seemed to leaders” - The identity of these
leaders is revealed in vs. 9 to be James, Petei@dmd He met privately with them to offer a
better opportunity to openly discuss the matteraraid misunderstandings that often come
through group discussioAn open meeting with Judaizers present would adly to the
confusion that many young converts were experignédnce their approval was established, the
opportunity for a three-way division was avoided.

- “for fear that | was running or had run my racen vain” - There is no hint that Paul
would have modified his message if it hadn’t met dipproval of the Jerusalem apostles.
simply brings out the fact that God works His vadist in an atmosphere that maintains Christian
unity.
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LESSON 3
l. A PRIVATE CONSULTATION (2:1-2) (Contd.)

“It is to be carefully noted that it is not a questof
two different gospels being preached,; it is questio
of the same gospel being brought to two different
spheres by different people specially qualifiedido
s0.”

William Barclay
“The Letters to the Galatians and Ephesians”
p. 17

- This athletic metaphor is used to describe defytiocedure - running a race that is
impossible to winPaul was sensitive to the need to show respet $ittie is gained by
rudeness. Even though he respected them, he ralm@anetant and inflexible to the specific task
that God had placed upon his life. Even thoughcbmmission was not derived from Jerusalem,
it could not be effectively executed without thédeship and support of the Jerusalem leaders.
When God gives a special task, He also gives teeigjpwisdom and strength to carry it out.

II. A PUBLIC CONVOCATION (2:3-5)

2:3-“yet not even Titus . . . was compelled to be ciratised” -If anyone struggled with the
message of circumcision for the Gentile Christidnts became a significant test case. The
Jerusalem leaders supported Paul and Titus irvéinysimportant decision. After therivate
Consultation had reached an agreement, it was time féulalic Convocation.

- Some may find it confusing why Paul had Timotirguumcised and not Titus (Acts
16:3). These two situations were quite different. Titusswot circumcised because it would have
served to support the false teaching of the Judai2e for Timothy, he was the son of a Jewish
woman, while Titus was a pure Gentile. Timothy waisumcised as a matter of racial and social
significance not as a ground for salvation.
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Il. A PUBLIC CONVOCATION (2:3-5)(Contd.)

2:4 -“because some false brothers had infiltrated oumis to spy on the freedom we have in
Christ Jesus”- Paul uses a military term to indicate a subveraivé militant nature of the evil
that Paul was fighting against.

- It is not clear whether these false brothers camtheir own or were secretly invited by
some members of the church at Jerusalem. There Vaage group of Jerusalem Christians who
had belonged to the Pharisaic party (Acts 15:5yelbas a large group of ex-priests that became
Christians (Acts 6:7) and also those who were zmsalo maintain the Law of Moses (Acts

21:20-21).

- “and to make us slaves’ It is true that the Galatians had not been slavéise Jewish
system beforé’A change of masters is not an escape from slaVeijan Cole

2:5 -“*We did not give in to them for a moment'This battle was not for Paul's sake as it was
for the Gentile converts. This is not a contradictio Paul’s writing in | Corinthians 9:20.

- “so that the truth of the gospel might remain you.” - To yield to the rite of
circumcision would have been to deny the foundatitruth of the Gospel. Either the gospel
must be maintained in its entirety or it is not Gespel. We must stand firm and never waver
when standing for the truth of the Word.

[ll. APERSONAL CONFIRMATION (2:6-10)

2:6 -“As for those who seemed to be importantThis is another reference to the 12 apostles
and specifically to James, Peter and John. Themaséo be a progression of expression. Paul
first says‘those who seemed to be leadel@s. 2) then this phraséhose who seemed to be
important” (vs. 6) and finallythose reputed to be pillars(vs. 9)._Most commentators are
reluctant to say that Paul was using a form of gipéieat was indignant to the other apostigs.
will never know the tone in which he made these m@mis. But to be harsh with his words
would have played into the hands of the Judaizers.

- “God does not judge by external appearancelhere are a number of Scriptures to
support this statement (cf. Deuteronomy 10:17;rh&a 16:7; 1l Corinthians 5:16Y.his word is
sometimes translatégartiality” which carries with it the thought of looking aneirg
influenced by outward appearances (literally‘flaee” or“mask”). God is not swayed by
outward appearances.

- “those men added nothing to my messagerhe“authorities” in Jerusalem were
content to leave the message that he had beenlgp@od in its full content. If the Jerusalem
leadership added nothing to Paul's Gospel, whdldludaizers think they were.
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[ll. APERSONAL CONFIRMATION (2:6-10) (Contd.)

2.7 -“they saw | had been entrusted with the task of @aching the gospel to the Gentiles” -
God would allow the wisdom given to Gamaliel (PauRabbi) to remain as the years went by
(Acts 5:33-39). It should be clear to see God’schainwork. Paul uses an aorist participle
“having seen”or "when they had seenindicating that the Jerusalem leadership may ave
first been skeptical but were convinced by the wheiming reports of what God was doing in
accordance to His Word.

2:8 - “the ministry of Peter as an apostle to the Jews my ministry as an apostle to the
Gentiles” - They had both been entrusted with the same fbspevere called to serve in
different fields of missionThe One who commissioned and empowered both of thas God.
This does not mean that Paul didn’t have a heath®Jews (Romans 9:1-3).

2:9 -“James, Peter and John” The order of these names is significant. James @hlaoed the
Jerusalem Council) was named first. It was followgdPeter (who was the missionary to the

Jews) and then by John the beloved disciple/apdjl¢éhe time of this visit in Acts 15, James
the son of Zebedee had been put to death by KimgdH&grippa | (Acts 12:2).

- “reputed to be pillars™- The fact that Paul gained their endorsementof/gseat value
to spreading the Gospel message that had beerstedtito his care. The wofdillars”
describes those who gave support and defense. Wiasevercome are seen as pillars in the
house of God (Revelation 3:12).

- “gave me and Barnabas the right hand of fellowship The shaking of hands signified
an agreement. As of today the refusal to shakeshisnegarded as an open testimony to

disunity.

2:10 -“all they asked is that we should continue to remieen the poor” -It is interesting how
meeting the needs of others is often used to breslivisional lines that we creatéorrect
doctrine is never a substitute for Christian dafy James 2:14-26). Paul is asked to keep doing
what he had already done. We know that the Gelngilievers were actively involved in the relief
efforts for the poor in Jerusalem (I Corinthians1t8; 1l Corinthians 8:1-9:15; Romans 15:25-
28; Acts 11:29,30).

- “the very thing | was eager to do” Paul's generous thought of others was another
important element of his apostolic policy. He wagilved not because it was imposed upon him
by the leadership in Jerusalem but rather he hatdhrt of God to serve others in neeaul
uses a past tense (aorist) to prove that his eagemas already a fact that had taken place.

These first ten verses set the foundation that &adihis chosen ministry was accepted
by the other apostles without requirement to malkechanges.
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LESSON 4

THE FREEDOM FIGHTER
PART Il

Chapter 2:11-21
“Eternal vigilance is the price of liberty”

Wendell Phillips
spoken 1852 at Massachusetts
Anti-slave meeting

Thus far we have read the account of the famouwsdkm Council in which Paul proved
his equality of authority given by God. He now &olis by another important historical incident.
This time he stands firmly against even Peter baeafi his hypocritical conduct at Antiodh.
Paul hadn't dealt with this problem there was adhof compromising the purity of the Gospel.

|. PETER’'S RELAPSE (2:11-13)
[I. PAUL'S REBUKE (2:14-21)

|. PETER’'S RELAPSE (2:11-13)

2:11 -“When Peter came to Antioch” This would have been the Antioch in Syria notahe

in Pisidia. This was the leading city of Syria set@nly to Rome and Alexander. Antioch was
very important as a setting because it was a cortynwhere the Jewish and Gentile Christians
lived togetherThis meant that they would have eaten togethapparent disregard of Jewish
custom.

This probably took place as Paul and Barnabas wegtuening from their missionary
journey through Cyprus and Galatia (Acts 14:26-28).

- “I opposed him to his face” Paul clearly showed his equality with Peter by
confronting him face to face.

- "because he was clearly in the wrongReter should have known better after his
vision on the roof of Simon the tanner’'s home (Alfis15) and subsequent meeting with
Cornelius and his househoBeter had also agreed with the decision reachin aterusalem
Council (Acts 15) but now was making an abruptesgion in thought and action. The literal
meaning of this was that he wa®ndemned.”This was a self-condemnation because of his
inconsistent conduct.
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l. PETER’S RELAPSE (2:11-13) (Contd.)

“As you examine church history, you see
that, even with a complete Bible, believers though
the years have been slow to believe and practee th
truths of the Christian faith . ._._It is one thifor us
to defend a doctrine in a church meeting and quite
something else to put it into practice in everyday

life.
Peter’'s freedom was threatened by Peter’s
fear.”
Warren Weirsbe
“Be Free”
p. 50

2:12 -“Before certain men came from James”It would be well to identify these men with
those recorded in Acts 15:1,24 but not with thesAgts 15:22,23. The purpose of their visit
probably intensified as they witnessed Jews andilésipartaking meals together. These
Judaizers probably felt betrayed and believedttieit efforts to evangelize their fellow-Jews
would be hindered.

- “he used to eat with the Gentiles’Reter probably felt no concern after his expeeenc
at Joppa and Caesarea. This means that he wowddoleawn eating non-kosher food.

- “he began to draw back and separated himself frdine Gentiles because he was
afraid of those who belonged to the circumcisionogip.” -

“The same Peter who had denied his Lord for fear
of a maidservant now denied Him again for fear of
the circumcision party.”
John Stott

- In matters of contention we should always recogtihe balance that the Scriptures
offer (see Romans 14).

2:13 -“The other Jews joined him in his hypocrisy”We need to clearly understand that the
greater our position or responsibility, the morggible it is to influence otherf.one of the
chief apostles was struggling with his beliefs antlons, it would have an effect upon others
who were beginning their journey of faith. Somesuans translate his action by callingptay
acting.”
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l. PETER’S RELAPSE (2:11-13) (Contd.)

2:13 - “so that by their hypocrisy even Barnabas was kstray” - There were therefore two
tragedies. Thérst, was that Peter was being judged as a hypo&#eondly,Peter was leading
others astray who should have known better. Juskt tf the implications for Gentiles today if
Peter had been successful and Paul never wouldrebuked him!

“The anomaly is that, had not Barnabas been what
he was, there might well have been no Paul to
withstand him; for under God, Paul owed to
Barnabas both his introduction to the Christian
circle at Jerusalem and, later, to the Christian
ministry at Antioch (Acts 9:27, 11:25f). But Paul
was too faithful a friend to allow him to go
unrebuked.”

Alan Cole
“The Epistle of Paul to the Galatians”
Tyndale N.T. Commentaries; p. 76

II. PAUL'S REBUKE (2:14-21)

We often run into problems in life simply becaus¢he way we handle difficult
situations that come our way.

“The fact of the matter was that the Jerusalem
decision was a compromise, and, like all
compromises, it had in it the seeds of troubie.
effect the decision was that the Jews would go on
living like Jews, observing circumcision and the
law, but that the Gentiles were free from these
observances. Clearly, things could not go on like
that, because the inevitable result was to produce
two grades of Christians and two quite distinct
classes in the Church.”

William Barclay
“The Letters to the Galatians and Ephesians”
p. 20

2:14 -“they were not acting in line with the truth” Paul was letting them know that they had
taken a detour on the road and he wanted thent toag& on the right track. We should not
think that he loved exposing error or even thalbled getting involved in arguments in order to
enhance his own prestige. The gospel continuefdoa straight path to walk. There can never
be superior Christians based upon race or tradition
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Il. PAUL’S REBUKE (2:14-21) (Contd.)

2:14-"You are a Jew, yet you live like a Gentile’Peter was adjusting his beliefs and practices
according to those who were present.

- “How is it, then, that you force Gentiles to follodewish customs” Paul acted out of
the very concern that Peter lacked. The controwses/so painful for many of the Church
Fathers that they tried to remove it from the Sargs.Jerome, in his commentary on Galatians,
said that Paul actually believed that Peter’s actas justified, but opposed it at Antioch ‘in
order to soothe the minds of troublemakers.’ Jerol@iened he had the support of Origen.
Augustine took him to task by giving a more readmaccount of the situation.

2:15- “We who are Jews by birth and not ‘Gentile sinnérs- Paul is addressing the fact that
he and Peter were natural-born Jews and therefmsepsed the advantages of a privileged birth
and a religion based upon revelation from God Him3$ée “Gentile sinners” comment seems

to have an ironic tone to it. According to the Jgwliaw all Gentiles had fallen short by simply
being non-Jewish.

2:16 -“know that man is not justified by observing thevd - Paul now goes on to explain that
even the best of the Jews (with all their privilggeaust still come by faith unto God and not by
works.
“After working through the rest of the Epistle, one
turns back to [these verses] and finds in [thera] th
whole truth in embryo.”
Ramsey

- “but by faith in Jesus Christ” -We must remind ourselves that the nature of faith
given in the object to which that faith directed. Faith always means faith in . . . Anythiegd
of this truth will lead to a direction the Scripdésrnever encourage us to go.

- “that we may be justified by faith in Christ andot by observing the law* This may
have been a paraphrase of Psalm 143:2. The Lawwddalthe question of sin while the Gospel
offered a clear answer of how to overcome it.

2:17 - “it becomes evident that we ourselves are sinner¥here are many who can testify how
the message of the gospel has opened their eyles tact that sin needs to be dealt with. It is
HOW that sin is dealt with that seems to be thei@ent here.

- “Does that mean that Christ promotes sin? Absdalyt not!” - The thought of some
seems to be that if the process of justificati@dgemen to sin, then Jesus would have become an
agent of producing sin. Justification cannot lesiveuntouchedThe Jews had to be told that
salvation by grace through faith does not remoedrthentive to live a moral life.
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Il. PAUL’S REBUKE (2:14-21) (Contd.)

2:18- “If | rebuild what | destroyed” - Anyone who builds up what he formerly demolished
acknowledges his fault. It is difficult enough &at something down - but it is even more
difficult to put it back into its original conditioonce it has been torn aparhis was essentially
what Peter was attempting to do. It would be dddffort. For a similar argument see Hebrews
6:4-6.

- “ prove that | am a lawbreaker.” -To go back to the Law of Moses meant that they
were to deny everything that God had déarethem andhrough them.

2:19 -“For through the law | died to the law” -If it was foolish for a Jew to return to the death
sentence of the Law, how much more preposterousty@sa Gentile to assume the yoke of the
law when they had no ancestral link to it.

- “so that | might live for God” -In the very fact that the Law destroys all hopéoof
salvation based upon the works of men, it also sple& door to the fact that our new life in
Christ comes by faith. Dying to the Law ultimatslyggests that we will live unto God.

“In the revelation of Jesus Christ on the Damascus
road the moral bankruptcy of the law was disclosed:
for Paul, therefore, this involved the end of Hi$ o
life ‘under law’ and the beginning of his new lifa
Christ.”
F.F. Bruce
“The New International
Greek Commentary on Galatians”
p. 143

2:20- “l have been crucified with Christ” -The cross was, for Christ, a complete end of His
previous life._The tense of the verb (perfect) sadies that Paul believes that he had a specific
completed event which marked his identificationhw@hrist and which it had an enduring effect
upon the rest of his lifeThe perfect tense refers to something that hpgdreed in the past but
whose influence continues into the future. We axeed by faith in Christ (He died for us), and
we live by faith in Christ (He lives in us).

- “and | no longer live” - To live by the Law of Moses would be like returgito the
graveyard, Crucifixion carried with it such a disgjng feeling that no one would want to go
through it simply for something to d®ur old nature should have died at the gravewaatdug
by good works.
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Il. PAUL’S REBUKE (2:14-21) (Contd.)

- “but Christ lives in me” -We do not simply live with Christ, but that Chriakes up
His abode in us.

“Thus, his death for sin was the believer’s dehif;
resurrection was (in one sense) the believer’s
resurrection; his ascension was the believer’s
ascension, so that the believer is (again in one
sense)
seated with Christ “in the heavenly realms”
(Ephesians 2:6).
James Montgomery Boice
“The Expositor’s Bible Commentary”
Vol. 10, p. 451

- “The life I live in the body”- Our new life in Christ does not deny the fact te will
be having to live in an imperfect bodyis still a mystery to many how our mortal baglsan
house an immortal soul once we’ve been regenerated.

“I live by faith in the Son of God” -Whenever we acknowledge that Jesus is the Son of
God, we also are expressing the great sacrifidehthanade for common man to have life as He
has it.

- “who loved me and gave himself for me’A good measurement of love is how much it
gives in comparison of how much it takéds the love God bestowed upon us that help® us
live by faith in God.

2:21-“l do not set aside the grace of God . . .” -

“If anybody insists that justification is by works,
and that he can earn his salvation by his own tsffor
he is undermining the foundations of the Christian
religion. He is nullifying the grace of God (becaus
if salvation is by works, it is not by grace) aralib
making Christ’'s death superfluous (because if
salvation is our own work, then Christ’s work was
unnecessary).
John Stott

Freedom from the Law has never meant a freedonmto s
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LESSON 5

THE DOCTRINAL ARGUMENT
“‘FAITH OR WORKS”

Chapter 3:1-5

Paul just concluded hRRersonal Argumenin the first two chapters. He had focused on
the Grace of God and the Gospel. The next two elnsypire often considered as Dectrinal
Argumentthat he sets forth. In this section we see the&oh God received through faith as
opposed to obtaining our salvation by adherindnéoltaw.

There are a number of similarities among the fivet books of Romans and the letter to
the Galatiansin Romans, Paul explains that justification bylfas the way of salvation as
opposed to acceptance by a full obedience to ting@rements of the Mosaic system of Law. In
Galatians, Paul insists that justification is bytfalone._ The Judaizers had to be stopped or else
the purity of the Gospel was at risk.

“They taught, however, that Christians would attain
to a fuller salvation and a higher sanctity and a
superior place in the Church if they would obey the
requirements of the Jewish Law. Paul argues,
however, that any attempt to thus supplement the
work of Christ is in reality to supplant the work o

Charles Erdman
“The Epistle of Paul to the Galatians”
p. 59

Paul introduces &hreefold Argument (3:1-4:7) followed by aThreefold Appeal (4:8-
31).

Lets look a little closer at the first of tAdéreefold Argument by looking at his
Personal Argument.
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LESSON 5
I. APERSONAL ARGUMENT (3:1-5)

3:1-*You foolish Galatians” - Paul had the choice of two different words here.dduld have
used‘moros” which refers tdone who is mentally deficient or who plays the fpparticularly
in the moral and spiritual realm.”Instead he uses the wdi@hoetos” that describe%ne who

can think but fails to use his ability to perceivehat is right or wrong”(Luke 24:25; Romans
1:14; 1 Timothy 6:9; Titus 3:3).

Paul was making it cleafirst, that they were being intellectually inconsistesetf-
contradictory and irrationaSometimes a sheer lack of logical reasoning caah les into an
inconsistent belief system and lifestyle.

It was not a violation of God’s Word when Paul edlthent‘foolish” (cf. Matt 5:22). He
was simply saying that they were spiritually dulike 24:25). What Jesus had warned about was
judging a person’s godliness. Paul was declarifagia Jesus was warning against any form of
verbal abuse.

- “Who has bewitched you* This passage is full of Greek words that woldsténcarried
a powerful impact in the minds of those who reahthPaul is speaking about ‘@vil eye.”
The Greeks feared that someone could cast a gu@il them simply by giving them the “evil

eye!

“Above all | pray that you may be in health
unharmed by the evil eyand faring prosperously.”

Milligan
“Selections from the Greek Papyri”
No. 14

- The word*bewitched” finds its root word in what the English have cadlifascinated.”
We must be careful in what we find fascinatingdh lead into many destructive pathways.

- “Before your very eyes Jesus was clearly portraysdcrucified” - The word for
“portrayed” was one that the Greeks used when talking ahgtibp up a poste father
would often post a notice that he was no longgraesible for his son’s debts. It was also used
to advertize an auction sale. The crucifixion cfukewas a public display in a prominent place
before the people.

Secondly, Paul was saying that their conduct was inexple@decause the Gospel
message had been clearly preached to them andetineny of Jesus had not faded from history.
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LESSON 5
l. A PERSONAL ARGUMENT (3:1-5)(Contd.)

3:2 - "l would like to ask just one thing from you™ Paul was acting like a teacher asking a
guestion that would cause a student to wake usandusly consider the consequences of their
unreasonable thinking.

- “Did you receive the Spirit by observing the law by believing what you heard?”
Thethird reason Paul judged their action was that theiectefn was totally contrary to their
initial experienceWe must remember that Paul is addressing the iGasatvho were for the
most part Gentiles. They knew very well that théy-&pirit came to them through faith and not
by adhering to the Law.

3:3-“Are you so foolish” - This hypothetical question needs no answer.

- “after beginning with the Spirit” - Again it must be made clear that the Gentile
Galatians never began by keeping the Law, insteaylliegan their Christian walk by being born
again by the Spirit of God. Paul mentions the Hebyrit 18 times in this epistle which therefore
places Him in the area of high priority in Paulefehse arguments.

- “are you now trying to attain your goal by human eft” -

“How absurd then it was for these Galatians to seek
for higher sanctity by actually descending from the
plane of the Spirit to the level of the flesh, sort

from that which was divine to that which was

Charles Erdman
“The Epistle of Paul to the Galatians”
pp. 61,62

- There should always be a stark contrast betwaerah efforts (the flesh) and the work
of the Holy Spirit._It would be preposterous taiththat after having our natural birth we had to
return to the hospital reqularly to have our eayes, nose etc. added to our bodidse same
fact applies when we are born of the Spirit of God.

“What Paul means is that the whole Christian way is
‘supernatural’ from start to finish; but the Jewish
path (whatever it might have been in design and
origin) has become a thoroughly ‘naturalistic” way.

Alan Cole
“The Epistle of Paul to the Galatians”
p.90
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LESSON 5

l. A PERSONAL ARGUMENT (3:1-5) (Contd.)

3:4 - “Have you suffered so much for nothing” This term is usually used to describe an
unpleasant suffering. Paul was essentially askinegtiaer their suffering was eith&neffective”
or “needless.”Outward suffering is often accepted when a lorstiig inner peace is gained.

3:5-“Does God give you his Spirit and work miracles angpyou because you observe the
law,” - Paul now turns from their past personal expegeo their present one. This question
makes it clear that the Holy Spirit is given toassa gift and not to be gained by human efforts.
A gift is never earned.

- The word used fdigive” means'to grant freely.” The root of this Greek word is
“choregia.” First, in ancient Greece it was used during the greéivéds when dramas by such
notables as Euripides and Sophocles presentedolags. These plays all had a chorus that
became expensive to equip and train. Those wheeaped the endeavors would offer to defray
the entire expenses. That gift was describédlawsregia.”

Secondly,the word was used to describe the money that watsilbuted by patriotic
citizens who attempted to help eliminate the higsts of war that the state had ma€ieally,
later on in history, this word described the finahsupport that a husband would commit
himself to regarding his wife in their marriage trawt.

- “or because you believe what you heardBelief is at the heart of the Gospel message.
Anything else is a corruption of the “Way” that Ussame to lead us into.

Paul sums up in these five verses the contrastdegtwne who lives according to the

Spirit as opposed to one who lives by the fleshs Pplortion deals with thBersonal argument
that makes up the beginning of Paudsctrinal argument.
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LESSON 6

THE DOCTRINAL ARGUMENT
“A FAITH FOUNDED UPON THE WORD OF GOD”

Chapter 3:6-14

In this section we look at the second part oflleetrinal Argument that is aScriptural
Argument. Anyone who attempts to find a secure foundatiaritieir faith without a Biblical
support is building their faith upon shifting safidhey can expect to be destroyed when the
winds and waves of a chaotic world come againsht{iatthew 7:24-27).

In the first sections Paul asked six questionshig section he turns to six Old Testament
quotations to prove his argument.

I. THE SONS OF ABRAHAM (3:6-9)

3:6 - “Consider Abraham”- This reference to Abraham was very significdinvas Abraham
that the Jewish teachers would often turn to wittigo(as their spiritual father) as the channel
that God poured His blessing from, to the natiotstdel. The Gentile Christians in the area
around Galatia would be well-informed of this patch of the Jewish faith.

- “He believed God, and it was credited to him a@ghteousness™ Once again the Old
Testament conceals the New Testament while the Nestament reveals the Old Testament. It
was the gospel message of the blessing of God @irithen Old Testament message of the Law
that was revealed to Abrahahie simply believed the promise that God gave himieniving in
the idolatrous homeland in Mesopotamia (GenesiB)1%/e must remember that he came on the
Scriptural scene well before the establishmenheflevitical law under Moses.

- God promised Abram that his offspring would beeass numerous as the stars of the
sky. This would take a great measure of faith kmvalGod to have His way. In believing God’s
promise he had a credit added to his account. Tdrd teredited” meansto put to one’s
account” (see also Romans 4:9-25).

3:7 - “those who believe are children of Abraham"The Jews were very proud of their
heritage. They falsely believed that their relagiop with Abraham guaranteed them eternal
salvation.John the Baptist warned the people against thgs fecurity (Matthew 3:9).

When we trust God to do what we have given up ¢ryindo ourselves, we then come
into the family lineage of Abraham by faith and mairks. Jesus brought out a powerful truth (to
the Jews it was seen as scathing) in John 8:3h-diler to bring the Jews to their senses. In this
verse Paul stresses their spiritual descent oearphysical descent. It must be remembered that
God has no grandchildren; each generation musl siants own.
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LESSON 6
l. THE SONS OF ABRAHAM (3:6-9)(Contd.)

3:8 - “The Scripture foresaw”’- This is not to say that the Scriptures work peledently of God.
It is like saying‘the Lord of the Scriptures foresaw.”(cf. Romans 9:17). The Scriptures are
therefore an extension of the divine personalitzotl.

“It was not, however, the Scripture (which did not
exist at the time) that, foreseeing God’s purpades
grace in the future, spoke these precious words to
Abraham, but God himself in his own person . . .”

H. J. Nutley
“The Inspiration and Authority of the Bible”
p. 299

- “that God would justify the Gentiles by faith What happened in the time of Abraham
was actually a forecast of what was going to happéhe future.

- "*and announced the gospel in advance to Abrahan/e need to understand that God
does many things in the present that does not s&tkse to us because we often live in the “here
and now."God’s ways are eternally the same. His reasomnthe present is often determined
by the future impact that it could have on us. Soome God placed the right kind of faith into
Abraham in order for him to see (in part) the ddnewthe gospel would be presented in the
Person of Jesus Christ (cf. John 8:56).

-"all nations will be blessed through you*

“When you read God’s great covenant with Abrahar@@mesis
12:1-3, you discover that many different blessivwgse promised -
some personal, some national and political, ancesamiversal and
spiritual. Certainly God did make Abraham’s nameady he is
revered not only by Jews. But also by Christianashin, and
many others. God did multiply his descendants,@ad did bless
those who blessed Abraham. He also judged thosecuttsed his
descendants (Egypt, Babylon, and Rome are cagssrit). But
the greatest blessings that God sent through Abraimal the
Jewish nation have to do with our eternal salvati@sus Christ is
that promised “Seed” through whom all the natioagenbeen
blessed (Galatians 3:16).

Warren Wiersbe

“Be Free”
pp. 69,70
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LESSON 6

l. THE SONS OF ABRAHAM (3:6-9)(Contd.)

3:9-“So those who have faith are blessed along with Abam” - The word used fdifaith”
(Greek -“pisto”). It is in an active sense. Paul is referringnmse who are “believing” not just
those who have “trusted” at one time or anotheéhénpast. It is a present faith, not just a past
one.

- An active faith has its rewardshose who walk in active faith experience a presen
blessing. In some ways Paul now answers the quelséiontroduced in verse five.

[I. THE CURSE OF THE LAW (3:10-14)

3:10- “All who rely on observing the law are under a cw’s- Paul now introduces another
phase of his argument. Many have asked if the law able to bring a blessing. Here we find that
it is capable of bringing a curse.

James Boice offers a valuable summary of the nmext af thought.

“Three points follow: (1) Those living under the
principle of the law are under the law’s curse, for
the law pronounces a curse upon all who fail to
keep the law in its entirety; (2) no one is jusifiby
law, since the law itself teaches that men are
justified by faith; and (3) no mixture of these
principles is possible, for they are mutually
exclusive.

To this argument Paul adds a full reference
to the work of Christ. It is twofold: a work of
redemption from the curse the law has imposed on
everybody and a work of blessing by which the
promise of the Spirit made to Abraham is fulfilled
for all who believe on Christ as Savior.”

James Montgomery Boice

“The Expositor’s Bible Commentary”
Vol 10, p. 458
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LESSON 6

Il. THE CURSE OF THE LAW (3:10-14) (Contd.)

3:10- “cursed is everyone who does not continue to dorgtleng written in the book of the
law” - Obedience is a tough taskmaster that offersxneions.It must be continuous and
unbroken in word and deethis quote is taken from the conclusion of whas walled the
“Shemchemite dodecaloguéDeuteronomy 27:26) which were the twelve cursesipunced
upon the Levites standing on Mount Ebal to whiah pleople responded witAmen.” This was
in contrast to the corresponding blessings redr@d Mount Gerizim.

- Of the two famous Rabbinic schools, the scho@lmimmai reckoned that a 99 percent
achievement was a failure, while the school ofdiliiteated 51 percent as a passing mark. Those
who passed were entitled to enter the world to cdime interesting that Paul would use the
Shammai passing mark considering his Rabbinicahea(Gamaliel) was from the school of
Hillel. Jewish tradition even places Gamaliel asshiccessor of Hillel.

- We must note that there was provision in the f@vthose who unintentionally
(inadvertently or not deliberately) sinnéhis was what the Day of Atonement (Leviticus 16)
was all about. Paul was also not excluding the heethe Burnt and Sin Offerings as recorded
in the book of Exodus.

- The best that the Old Testament offered wastki#st had a series of laws and
requlations that had to be met without a single m@mmise or act of disobedience (Leviticus

18:3-5).

3:11 -“Clearly no one is justified before God by the law'This does not mean that the Law
served no purpose. It had its place and its ticfeEcclesiastes 8:6).

- “The righteous shall live by faith” -This verse is so important that God focused am it
three different books. In Romans 1:17 we see ha#thie just” can be justified before God; in
Galatians we how the ju&thall live” by faith; while in Hebrews 10:38 we see how thst ghall
live “by faith.”

3:12 -“The law is not based on faith” A person can live under the Law or by faith but Inath
now that Jesus has brought to the church gracaithydlone in Him__Faith by its very nature
excludes the law, and law by its very nature exetugraceThis does not mean that a legalist
cannot posses faith, but rather that the Law doesepend on faith for its basis.

- “The man who does these things will live by themA man is not called to believe the
law but to do it.
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LESSON 6

Il. THE CURSE OF THE LAW (3:10-14) (Contd.)

3:13- “Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law bycbeing a curse for us” The
original use of the thought of redemption surrouhdeslave that was purchased for an agreed
price. These slaves were often set free after tademption took place.

- Three Greek words are translateedemption” in the English NT21). “lutroo” which
means‘to loose or set free?). “agorazo” meaning‘to buy in the marketplace,’and
3). “exagorazo,’ meaning‘to buy out of the marketplacePaul was saying the Jesus paid the
price that men could not pay for themselves and dasus set them free from the bondage of sin
(cf. I Peter 1:18,19). Jesus took upon Himselfpamalty for sin. He bore the curse of sin for us
at Calvary (Leviticus 16:5ff cf. Matthew 27:46).

- “Cursed is everyone who is hung on a treeThe Jews did not practice crucifixion
instead they stoned criminals to deathe text that Paul used was originally used ienegice to
keeping a corpse on a tree (or post) after sundofvideuteronomy 21:22; Joshua 10:26; Joshua
8:29; John 19:31; Mark 15:42).

“Crucifixion was not a mode of capital punishment
among the Israelites, but the disgrace of execution
was intensified thus by hanginghe latter was
regarded as witnessing in the presence of Godathat
just and sufficient penalty had been paid, andai$ w
furthermore a testimony of God’s abhorrence to
sin.”

Charles R. Erdman
“The Epistle of Paul to the Galatians”
p. 65

3:14 -“in order that the blessing given to Abraham mighbme to the Gentiles through Jesus
Christ” - There are two blessings that Paul refers to invéise. Thidirst blessingcame about
as Abraham believed God through faith. The mangdgs found in Genesis 12:1-3 could
apply here. Indeed all nations have been blesseddh Abraham and his seed.

- Some have wondered how the One who became og® could also be the source of
our blessing. The answer is found in the fact thatcross symbolized the curse, while the
resurrection of Jesus proved that the Father vatelitHim- the price was paid in full (once and
for all).

- “so that by faith we might receive the promisetbk Spirit” - Thesecond blessings
the promised Holy Spirit. There is no indicatiortie Old Testament that the Holy Spirit was
given as a result of obeying the law. This is woddy that the Holy Spirit did not come upon
certain O.T. saints for special purposes.
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LESSON 6

When you begin to compare the law with the gospalfind a clear summary in this
epistle.

1). The law cannot justify the sinner - 2:16

2). The law cannot offer righteousness - 2:21

3). The law cannot give the promise of the Spirit 3:2,14
4). The law cannot guarantee a spiritual inheritane - 3:18
5). The law cannot give life - 3:21

6). The law cannot give liberty - 4:8-10

LAW VS. GRACE

What is the Difference

LAW GRACE
DO says DONE
MAN DOES emphasizes what GOD DOES
SELF-EFFORT lives by HOLY SPIRIT POWER
MAN’'S RESOURCES draws on GOD’S RESOURCES
EXTERNAL RULES, deals with INTERNAL TRUTH,
STANDARDS CHRIST THE

STANDARD

OUGHT TO’S, MUSTS focuses on WANT TO’S

BONDAGE, DUTY results in FREEDOM

OUTSIDE - IN  see’s righteousness working from INSIDE OUT

YOU DO insists that YOU ARE . .. THEREFORE
IN ORDER TO BE YOU CAN DO
GUILT produces ACCEPTANCE,
CONDEMNATION SECURITY
DEFEAT leads to VICTORY
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LESSON 7

THE DOCTRINAL ARGUMENT
“THE PROMISE AND THE LAW”
Chapter 3:15-26
I. THE LAW CANNOT ALTER OR MAKE VOID THE PROMISE (3 :15-18)

3:15 -“Brothers, let me take an example from everydaefit Paul uses the same expression in
Romans 3:5. He is attempting to explain the matteluman terms which are not entirely
capable of conveying divine truths. He is literagying“l speak as (or according to) a man.”

-"Just as no one can set aside or add to a humanastant that has been duly
established, so it was in this casePaul makes it clear that even our humalfs or covenants
(either word can be used here to translate thekGreed “diatheke” ) cannot be changed
without the permission of the one who originallyote it and signed it in the presence of
witnesses. It would be illegal for a third partytémnper with even one word of the agreed
covenant.

“When a deed of settlement is properly signed,
sealed and delivered and the property legally
conveyed, not even the original owner can revoke it
or alter its terms.”
FF. Bruce
“New International Greek New Testament
Commentary of Galatians”
p. 170

The covenant is sealed and secured once it iss@me it comes into effect once the
testator’s death is proven (cf. Hebrews 9:15-f1ghould be noted that this Old Covenant came
into effect in Genesis 15. At this time of histaty oath was often confirmed by a ceremony in
which animals were cut into pieces by dividing thalong the backbone and placing them in two
rows, side by side. A space would be left betwéendivided animals in which the parties
making the oath would walk through together vegbatinouncing their part of the
oath/covenant. This ceremony was considered vengddecause an animal was slain and its
blood was poured out.

In Abraham’s case only God walked through the dididarcases of the animals was
Abraham was in a deep sleep. Therefore, God wadgimang that this covenant was
unconditional.The writer of the book of Hebrews brings out tinigh wonderfully
(Hebrews 6:13-15).
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LESSON 7

I. THE LAW CANNOT ALTER OR MAKE VOID THE PROMISE (3 :15-18)(Contd.)

“In the final analysis, God made this covenant of
promise with Abrahanthrough Christ, so that the

only two parties who can make any changes are God
the Father and God the Sdvoses cannot alter

this covenant!”

Warren Wiersbe
“Be Free”
p. 77

The interesting twist of truth in this case wad thiaraham was brought into a promise
not a Law._The promise was brought into effectdag God walked through the sacrificial
animals although it took time for the promise tofiéy acted outJust because there was no
visual sign that the promise was in effect (Isaaa hot been born), it did not nullify the fact that
it was an eternal promise.

3:16 - “The promises were spoken to Abraham and to hissée The promises that God made
to Abraham embraced not just him but also his gestiérity. Therefore, it dealt with the future
as well as the present.

“And through your offspring (Gr. “ -
“sperma”) all nations on earth will be blessed,
because you have obeyed me.”
Genesis 22:18
Cf. 26:4b; 28:14

- “The Scripture does not say ‘and to his seeds,” meg many people, but ‘to your
seed” meaning one person, who is Christ.The argument here seems to say thttaf
promises were made only to Abraham and his immedia¢ds (Ishmael &lsaac) then the
covenant had served its purpose and time. It wbaleg been completed well before the
establishment of the Law of Moses. Therefore, the lwould have inaugurated a new covenant
to replace the one given to Abraham.

- Paul argues that the promises given to Abrahare teebe realized in the coming of the
Messiah who would bring the fulness of the Abralabiessing to pass. In spite of all that has
happened during the intervening period, the promtidlestands wholly ratified.
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LESSON 7

I. THE LAW CANNOT ALTER OR MAKE VOID THE PROMISE (3 :15-18)(Contd.)

3:17 -“What | mean is this: The law, introduced 430 yedker” - The actual time between the
first promise given to Abraham and the establishméthe Law of Moses was 645 years. This
has brought the sceptics once again to the forefron

1. Abraham was 75 yrs. when God called him (GerEksi)

2. Abraham was 100 yrs when Isaac was born [1@)= Z5 years] (Genesis 21:5)

3. Isaac was 60 yrs when Jacob was born [25 +&® years](Genesis 25:26)

4. Jacob was 130 yrs. when he arrived in Egypt{830 = 215 years] (Genesis 47:9)
5. Israel lived in Egypt 430 years [215 + 430 = §2&rs] (Exodus 12:40)

The best explanation of the 430 years is that Raslreferring to the span of time from
Jacob entering the land of Egypt to the givinghef taw to Moses at Mount Sindii.is important
to note that the same covenant that had been gv&hraham was restated to Jacob just before
he entered Egypt (Genesis 46:1-4). Both Genesis3ldnd Acts 7:6 uses the rounding off figure
of 400 years.

- “does not set aside the covenant previously elssalbd by God and thus do away with
the promise.”- Both had their place. One did not nullify th@@t _The promise and the Law
both stood on their own without requiring a chafigen each otherf the Law would have
modified the promise, it would have emptied thenpise of its original meaning.

3:18- “For if the inheritance depends on the law, thenri longer depends on a promise” -
The Jews were constantly aware of the inheritam@aigh Abraham. They were incorrect in
thinking that it secured a place for them in spitéheir faith and actions (John 8:33he law
had its place but it had to be kept in that place.

- “but God in his grace gave it to Abraham through@omise’ -

“How are we to achieve this right relationship? ISihde by a
meticulous and even self-torturing obedience tddie by
performing endless deeds and observing every sshadigulation
the law lays down? If we take it that way we w# forever in
default, for man’s imperfection can never fullyisBt God’s
perfection; but if we abandon this hopeless streiggld bring
ourselves and our sin to God, his grace opensnis & us and we
find ourselves at peace with a God who is no lofgsge but
father.”

William Barclay

“The Letters to Galatians and Ephesians”
p.28
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LESSON 7

II. THE LAW IS NOT GREATER THAN THE PROMISE (3:19-2 0)

3:19 -“What, then, was the purpose of the law?'Paul asked the question that was definitely
in the minds of his readers. Paul didn’'t want vk his readers with the thought that the Law
had no purpose at all in the plan of salvatiorhat tt opposed the work of salvatiofhe Law

was the means that God used to expose the inngrdigaan’s sinful character. It proved that no
man could provide for his own salvation.

A. The Law was Temporary (3:19a)

- “It was added because of transgression until theeBd¢o whom the promise
referred had come.” Once Jesus established the New Covenant througtiddis, burial and
resurrection, the Old Covenant was no longer iaatfir his does not mean that there was no law.
Now God placed His Law into the hearts of the peopthe Mosaic Law was never meant to be
permanent.

- To suggest that the Law was an addition to tleenmse would indeed cause the Jews to
have to readjust their thinking about the purpdgb® Law in regard to the promises given to
Abraham.

- “because of transgressions” The Greek wortparabaseis” means'to step aside
from the right track.” These transgressions would be considered asiotehtaults. The Law
essentially was put into place to make clear thbvpay they were intended to walk.

B. The Law Required a Mediator (3:19b-20)

- “the law was put into effect through angels bynaediator” - (See
Deuteronomy 33:2; Acts 7:38,53; Hebrews 2:2). Tloeds"put into effect” or “ordained”
simply have the meaning of administration. Godefere sent the lathrough angeld¢o Moses
for the nation of Israellf the law required these additional mediatorsymouch better was the
promise that was given to Abraham directly and ghdunto effect by the work of Jesus Christ
alone.

3:20 - “A mediator, however, does not represent just oratp”; - This is probably the most
obscure verse in the book of Galatians. There Bas B50 (J.B. Lightfoot) to 300 (Fricke)
interpretations of it. There are three main schobthought though. Thirst, simply speaks of
the role of a mediator as one who acts betweerpawiies. Thesecond,see the mediator as a
specific reference to Moses. Ttierd, is that Paul was referring to Jesus Christ asTimiothy
2:5.

- “but God is one” -Once again Paul makes the point that God gaveddimises to
Abraham without a mediator - he worked by Himsel@OT his once again supports the view
that promises of God are unconditional and unidédter nature.
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lll. THE LAW IS NOT CONTRARY TO THE PROMISE (3:21-2 5)
A. The Law was Not Given to Provide Life (3:21)

3:21 - “Is the law, therefore, opposed to the promiseGid? Absolutely not!”- Paul is ready
for the strong opposition that would be raised vhiharguments thus far. He wanted the
Judaizers to know that the law doestoimpete or contradictthe promise, but rather
cooperates and complementis fulfilling of the purposes of God. When Pasi#g/s*Absolutely
not!” he is saying that such a thought would be clos#asphemy. Both the Law and the
promises came from God.

- “For if the law had been given that could impartfé, then righteousness would
certainly have come by the law:"The law could only expose the need that manireda new
quality of life. It had no power to bring life thdt which was pronounced as dead in kBiwas
never intended for that purpose. It did what it weaended to do - nothing more - nothing less. It
demanded righteousness but had no means of datieroviding it.

B. The Law was Given to Reveal Sin (3:19a, 22)

- “But the Scripture declares that the whole world asprisoner of sin,” -Paul puts in a
clear capsule of thought (expanded in Romans hejact that everyone whether immoral,
ethical or religious have need of a Savior becadfiskeeir sin._The Law worked like a mirror to
help us see all our wrinkles, spots, blemishesdandJames 1:22-25). The law doesn’t make us
sinners (we do that) but rather it exposes thevsitnave (Romans 3:20).

- “so that what he has promised’once again the promises of God come to the
forefront.

-"being given through faith in Jesus Christ, mighie given to those who believe”
The proper use of the law is simply to allow ietxpose the sin. It is used improperly when we
try to achieve a right standing before God by keephe law (whether in part or in whole).
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lll. THE LAW IS NOT CONTRARY TO THE PROMISE (3:21-2 5)(Contd.)
C. The Law was Given to Prepare the Way for Chris(3:23-26)

3:23 - “Before this faith came, we were held as prisonéxgthe law” -Like a jailer, the law
kept Israel locked up to keep them out of trouligl gheir Liberator (Jesus) came to set them
free. The specific faith mentioned here is that dire¢tadard Jesus - a Christian or salvation
faith which is by grace alone.

- “locked up until faith should be revealed” The law worked like a restraining to keep
those under it protecte@nce faith was in place there was no longer d farethat kind of
restraint.

3:24 - “So the law was put in charge to lead us to Chrikat we might be justified by faith.”
The Law was not something that the Jews \bera into but rathebrought up by. The Law did
not give life, it regulated life.

- “to lead us” - The Law worked agGreek - “pedagogue”)“a child conductor” to
bring us to Christ.

“In many Roman and Greek households, well-
educated slaves took the children to and from
school and watched over them during the day.
Sometimes they would teach the children,
sometimes they would protect and prohibit, and
sometimes they would even discipline. This is what
Paul means by schoolmaster (3:24).

Warren Wiersbe
“Be Free”
p. 81

3:25- “Now that faith has come, we are no longer underetlsupervision of the law.” The
reign of the Law has ended for those believers thihmugh faith in God after his coming have
become mature sons of Gakthe restraints of the past are gone. Remembeddigis not mean
that the Law never had a purpose. It is simplyamgér required as a method of acquiring
justification because no one could honestly meéstseguirements.
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IV. THE LAW CANNOT DO WHAT THE PROMISE CAN DO (3:26 -29)

In these final verses, we see three results olvthr& of God’s grace through faith.

A. We Have Become Mature Sons of God (3:26-27)
3:26 - “You are all sons of God through faith in Christ 3i1s” - It is only when a child reaches
the age of full maturity and responsibility thatdem take on the privileges of a sétnwould

appear rather foolish for an individual to be redagd as someone mature and yet still rely on a
“child conductor” for protection and correction.

“The “pedagogue”in the days of Paul, was a

trusted servant, usually a slave, whose duty was no
merely to lead this young master to school but in
some measure to supervise his manners and morals.
He was not qualified to instruct, nor was he given
authority to control, but he was appointed to atten
and to safeguard the child until his charge atthine
maturity and was no longer in need of guidance and

discipline.”

Charles R. Erdman
“Epistle of Paul to the Galatians”
p. 75

3:27 - “for all of you who were baptized into Christ™- Water baptism was an outward sign of
an inward change. It is a sign of a union thatdlemsady taken place. Circumcision, on the other,
simply initiated a person into a system of the Law.

- “have clothed yourselves with ChristThis is a daring analogy to liken Christ to
garment that we put on. This denotes the takingh\gneself the very virtues and excellences of
Christ. There may be a connection here to the GaadkRoman customs of changing from
boyhood garments to the toga of an adult citizearwbassing from boyhood to manhobig
was now seen as moving from under the rule ofdnsly to the responsibility of a citizen.

“Faith is not merely an intellectual assent to@iertoctrines. It is
the going forth of the whole being toward a diviterson. It is the
submission of the will to Christt implies devotion and obedience
to Christ. It results here in spiritual maturity iain is manifested to
the world by a likeness to the character of Christ.

Charles R. Erdman
“Epistle of Paul to the Galatians”
p. 77
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IV. THE LAW CANNOT DO WHAT THE PROMISE CAN DO (3:26 -29)(Contd.)
B. We Have Become One with Each Other (3:28)
3:28 - “There is nether Jew nor Greek, . . 2’ This does not mean that there were no differ®nce

in nationality, status, or gendé&k/e do not loose these identities once we beco@larigtian. We
simply find ourselves on an equal playing fieldur relationship with God.

-*...slave or fre€,- There are no advantages of birth, social positr human
relationships in anyone securing the promises naddraham. All barriers have been broken
down through Christ (Ephesians 2:11-18). The idbakch should compose of a blend of people
who are poor and wealthy, educated and uneducsttedhht and long haired, management and
labor.

- “male or female,” -Jewish men used to préythank God that | am a Jew and not a
Gentile and thou hast not made me a man and nairaam; and a freeman not a slave’their
morning prayer time. Josephus wrtiféoman is inferior to men in every way.” (Contra iap,
2:24). Christianity has done more to liberate women tngtather religion in the world.

- “for you are all one in Christ Jesus- The only proper place for distinctions in the
Church is in our area of function (I Corinthiang.12

3:29- “If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s skeand heirs according to the
promise” - These heirs did not come into their inheritatireugh the law. Our inheritance
comes through faith not the law (Ephesians 1:13WAhat the legalizers were offering through
circumcision was already theirs through faith.

According to Romans 8:18-25, believers enter ihtartfull heritage when they are
publically received as sons of God on the day eirtfinal redemption.

Once again we see the O.T. and N.T. working togethehe O.T. we have the

preparation for Christ; in the Gospels we haygesentation of Christ; and in the Acts
through Revelation we have tappropriation of Christ.
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THE DOCTRINAL ARGUMENT
“FROM SLAVERY TO SONSHIP”
Chapter 4:1-20

The process of maturity in the ancient world wadah in clear patterns. Onee
Jewish boyhad passed his twelfth birthday, he was takenidjather to the Synagogue, where
he would be recognized as%on of the Law.” At the close of this ceremony, the father would
pronounce this benedictiofBlessed be thou, O God, who has taken from mea$gonsibility
for this boy.” The boy would then pray the following word® my God and God of my fathers!
On this solemn and sacred day, which marks my gassam boyhood to manhood, | humbly
raise my eyes unto thee, and declare with sincantytruth, that henceforth | will keep thy
commandments, and undertake and bear responsibflityine actions towards thee.”

For those ofGrecian descenta boy was placed under his father’s care fromrsgears
old until he was eighteen. The festival to marl tccasion was callédpatouria.” At that
time he was called dephebos” which is what we would call ‘@adet.” During this two-year
period he was under the care and direction oftitte. sThe Athenians were divided into ten
“phratriai” or“clans.” Before a boy was accepted as‘@phebos” he had to be ceremonially
accepted into a clan. His long hair would be ctibafl offered to the gods.

The Romansdid not fix the exact year of change boyhood tmhaed. It happened
between the ages of fourteen to sixteen. The fdstifiich celebrated this event was called the
“Liberalia” which was held annually on the seventeenth of Mafthis was when hi$oga
preetexta” (which was a toga with a narrow purple band atfdlo¢ of it) was removed and
replaced with dtoga virilis” (which was a plain toga which adults wore). He e brought
before the people and introduced as an adult. Angtért of this custom was that on that day the
boy offered his ball and the girl her doll, to Aleoto signify that they had put away childish
things.

Lets look closely at how Paul sees this transitiom “slavery” (one without rights) to
sonship (one with full rights and authority). Thisction concludes the six part doctrinal
argument that Paul so eloquently sets forth.

“One of the tragedies of legalism is that it givies
appearance of spiritual maturity when, in reality,
leads the believer back into a “second childhodd” o
Christian experience.”

Warren Weirsbe

“Be Free”
p. 87
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I. HE LUCIDS THEIR ADOPTION (4:1-7)

4:1 -“What | am saying is that as long as the heir iscaild, he is no different from a slave*
The word used for chilthepios” described a younger person who was still undeptbtection
of someone mature. In | Corinthians 3:1,2, it dégs a babe who is still feeding upon milk
because he cannot yet digest solid food. It ischtitat jealousy and quarreling that brought
divisions to the church were a clear sign of immatu

- “although he owns the whole estate"The patrimony is his, but he has no legal right
dispose of it until he can prove his sonship bghéay the level of adult maturity. His freedom is
basically hedged in by legal requirements. He ltasiare right than a common slave.

4:2 - “He is subject to guardians and trustees’Raul clearly focuses upon their status by using
the words ‘(epitropous” or“guardians”) and (oikonomous” or “trustees”). The guardians
care for thgpersonwhile the trustees care for theoperty.

- “until the time set by his fathér- Our Father still knows best. Even under Ronzam, |
the father was given the final say in whether thewas mature enough (come to age) to take on
the responsibility before him.

4:3 - “So also, when we were children?’ Paul is clearly addressing the Christian chuaatch
Galatia. This verse can easily include any an€hfistians even up to the present time. It also
includes those of Jewish descent or Gentile, mafernale, bond or free.

-“we were in slavery under the basic principlestbe world” - The word used to
describe thébasic principles of the law’is “stoicheia.” It originally meant lining up things in
order or side by side as in a row. It came to nibarABC'’s of learningThe basic principles of
learning are found in the alphabet. For fifteentegas, Israel had been subjected to kindergarten
learning. It was now time to move onto a highercadion. The principles which they had
learned now were to be built upon. They neededgusbthe Alpha but also the Omega of their
spiritual education.

As the Greeks, Philo spoke of the four major elesehwater (Poseidon), earth
(Demeter), air (Hera) and fire (Hephaestus). Theysiped these in a childlike manner. We all
know that none of these elements have inert adslitd alter our way of life if we chose to
worship them.

4:4 - “But when the time had fully come* God always has His timing right. This thought gjoe
beyond the fact that the Romans had establishédetimpirical law (pax Romana); the Greek
culture and language was well established; Romadsravere well made; travel was once again
safe._It must also be said that the spiritual ciooriof the people made it imperative that the
Messiah comeEven the pagans were crying out for justice.
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I. HE LUCIDS THEIR ADOPTION (4:1-7)(Contd.)

4:4 - “God sent forth his Son™ This does not mean that Jesus didn’t exist ledbeing
incarnated (John 1:14; | Corinthians 8:6; Philimgi&:6 ff; Colossians 1:15 ff; 1 John 4:14).
Jesus was sent out from a previous state and eeesteith the Father.

- “born of a woman” - This was the supreme example of humility. He &lhthe normal
limitations, weaknesses and helplessness of a yvioaing Being born a Jew He entered into a
prison system with His people in order to set ttieza. He was not enslaved as they were. He
merely entered in with the key to unlock them fribrair enslavement.

- “born under law” - To Jesus, obedience to the law was a joyfulgthiecause it held no
bondage to Him since He was sinless (Psalm 4Bi8)vas subject to the restrictions,
requirements, and demands of the law.

4:5 - “to redeem those under the law’Deliverance has a double aspect to it: We ateemed
from the bondage of the |laiw a freedom as clearly portrayed by a mature sonhasojained
his full legal rights.

-“that we might receive the full rights as sons’Roman adoption required seven
witnesses to be preseitheir testimony was critical. If after the adoptifather’s death, the
“natural” heirs disputed the validity of the adaptj these seven witnesses would be called
forward to testify that everything had been domally.

4:6 - “Because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of han$nto our hearts”- The purpose of
the Son’s mission was to give the rights of sonshipe purpose of the Spirit's mission was to
give the power to use these rights. Here the Bigkan clearly portrays the doctrine of the
Trinity.

- Our hearts are portrayed as the seat of our lvifl.here that the Holy Spirit takes up
His residence.

- “the Spirit who calls out, ‘Abba, Fathef: - The Aramaic word‘Abba” was used by
Jesus (Mark 15:36) and was passed unto those wharhetimate relationship with the Father.
The Hebrew wordFather” spoke of the first Person of the Trinity. There &wo sure signs of
the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. Thierst is by those who can clearly call out‘fbba.” The
secondis when they acknowledge Jesuslawd.” (I Corinthians 12:3).
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I. HE LUCIDS THEIR ADOPTION (4:1-7)(Contd.)

4:7 -“So you are no longer a slave, but a sonThe contrast of a slave and a son is also seen i
John 15:15. How foolish it would be to return tpasition of a slave after receiving the adoption
as mature sons. It is one thing to have the fdithservant while it is another to have that of a
son.

- “And since you are a son, God has made you alschair” - We are not called to be
God, Lord or the Son, but rather sons and heite@promises of God. We are heirs of God
through Christ; not by our own merit.

Contrast between a Son and a_Slave

Son Slave
- has the nature of the Father - has his matare (often rebellious)
- has a father - has a master
- obeys out of love - obeys out of fear
- is rich in possessions - is poor; swnthing
- has a hopeful future - no hope; no future

II. HE LAMENTS THEIR REGRESSION (4:8-11)

Starting off well in our Christian walk is one tiginit is quite another to progressively
move forward in maturity. There seems to be a @ntdiarrage of obstacles to overcome in
order to reach the goals that are set beforénasn 4:8-31 we have a threefold appeal.

A. An Appeal to their Pride (4:8-11)

The purpose of sacraments were to be channelsddis@race to flow. However,
they often became observances that lost their mgamd became empty forms without faith.

4:8 -“Formerly, when you did not know God” Most of the Christians who read this letter were
converted from paganism. This is the third timelRaeaks of their former enslaved state (3:23
ff. , 4:1 ff.). In reality, there is a time in af our lives when we must all admit that we never
really knew God.

- “you were slaves to those who by nature are notlg.” - This was a typical Jewish
way of describing those who once worshiped andeskidols._The problem that continued to
exist was that these counterfeit gods (dumb idmg}linued to have a sinister effect, even
demonic influence to those who continued to dabbfggan practices (cf. - | Corinthians 10:18-

22).
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Il. HE LAMENTS THEIR REGRESSION (4:8-11)(Contd.)
A. An Appeal to their Pride (4:8-11)(Contd.)

4:9 -“But now that you know God - or rather are known l§yod” - Paul also refers to this truth
in | Corinthians 13:12. In these scriptures, Gosl &gerfect knowledge of us (in the aorist tense)
while we shall come to know Him fully (in the fututense). Paul is very careful in what he says
here because the gnostic teachers declared thathayl had a full knowledge of God.

- “how is it that you are turning back to those wieand miserable principles?” -

“They were giving up the power of the Gospel for
the weakness of the law, and the wealth of the
gospel for the poverty of the law. The law never
made anybody rich or powerful; on the contrary, the
law could on reveal man’s weakness and spiritual
bankruptcy.
Warren Weirsbe
“Be Free”
p. 97

The word used fofprinciples” is the word‘stoicheia.” It basically describes the
rudiments of religion. The adjectives‘@ieak” (feeble) andmiserable” (“to crouch or
cower’- hence to show the qualities of a beggar) shotark sontrast. They literally have been
interpreted'powerless and bankrupt."These principles are neither able to set peopkednd
offer nothing as a future inheritance.

- “Do you wish to be enslaved by them all over agdi- It is without question that the
Judaizers were not consciously intending to brirggGalatians into enslavement, and the
Galatians never intended to return to such idolsttmondage. Paul essentially uses a “shock
treatment” in an attempt to bring them back tortsenses.

4:10 -“You are observing special days and months and seasand years!™ The Galatians
were being tempted to observe the Jewish rituadmasces. The uses of the word for
“observing” carries with it the sense of watching for them aaotiially calculating their arrival.
There is a similar list in Colossians 2:16.

- “special days” -most probably in reference to Sabbath days.

- “*and months” - refers to those celebrations tied to recurring tigrcycles such as the
festival of the New Moon (cf. Isaiah 1:1:14).

- “and seasons” tefers to seasonal events which often lastedeeersl days (i.e. Feasts
of Tabernacles, Passover etc.).

- "and years” - most naturally refers to recurring years of Jub(levery 50 years).
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Il. HE LAMENTS THEIR REGRESSION (4:8-11)(Contd.)
A. An Appeal to their Pride (4:8-11)(Contd.)

4:11 -“ fear for you, that somehow | have wasted my etf®on you.”- Paul’s labor would
have been in vain if either the Galatians had ldps® legalism or into libertinism. A legalistic
spirit that caters to the flesh eventually willdea an unhealthy pride. It makes the outward
event replace the inward experience.

lll. HE LONGS FOR THEIR AFFECTIONS (4:12-20)
B. An Appeal to their Affection (4:12-20)

4:12 - | plead with you, brothers, become like me, fobecame like you. You have done me

no wrong.” - When Paul first came to Galatia he refrained fabserving his ancestral customs
and his national traditions. He made no claim @iesiority. Even though he was a Jew, he gladly
entered into fellowship with the Gentile conveitt€grinthians 9:20-22). He now asks them to
treat him in the same manner. He felt that loveotbers should bring about love in return. If we
want someone to accept our convictions we mustsilace with them our compassion.

Paul knew the importance of balancing a rebuketur®ed from spanking to embracing.
There is a time for doctrine as well as time farspeal devotion.

4:13- “As you know, it was because of an illness thdirkt preached the gospel to you.The
“lllness” mentioned here can only be speculated upon. Tdiveese ailments are often argued
by scholars malaria (W. M. Ramsay)epilepsy(W. Wrede & J. Klausner); araphthalmia
eye infection (see vs. 15 & 6:11) (J. T. Brown).

4:14 - “Even though my iliness was trial to you, you dicbhtreat me with contempt or scorn.
Instead, you welcomed me as if | were an angel @idGas if | were Christ Jesus himself.” -
This is not to say that Paul encouraged the pdoplorship him (cf. Acts 14:8-18). He instead
saw it as a matter of respect for his faithfulrtessugh difficult trials.

“Ministers should not be received and evaluated on
the basis of their personal appearance, intellectua
attainments, or winsome manner, but as to whether
or not they are indeed God’s messengers bearing the
word of Christ.”

James Montgomery Boice

“The Expositors Bible Commentary”
Galatians, Vol 10, p. 479
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Ill. HE LONGS FOR THEIR AFFECTIONS (4:12-20)(Contd. )
B. An Appeal to their Affection (4:12-20)(Contd.)

4:15 -“What has happened to all your joy? The word forjoy” (“makarismos”) literally
meansblessedness.’t is derived from a verb meanitigp congratulate or to count happy.At
one time they had felt blessed at the ministryailPHe wonders why this is no longer the case.
The answer was clear that the Judaizers had stdlem their hearts.

- “I can testify that, if you could have done so, yamould have torn out your eyes and
given them to mé.- It is not sure whether this is figure of speextthat it is in reference to an
eye ailment. Some people have the qifting not émlye exceptionally affectionate but also can
bring out this affection in others.

4:16 - “Have | now become your enemy by telling you thatti?” - It is unfortunate that we can
offend someone even when we speak the truth in(lBx@verbs 27:6; Ephesians 4:15). The
“truth” that mentioned is here is none other than the agessf the gospel. | wonder what
would happen in the church if all we believed aracpced was the Word of God. Do we really
keep to God’s Word in our life and practice?

4:17 - “Those people are zealous to win you over, buthorgood. What they want is to

alienate you from us, so that you may be zealoustifiem.” - Paul had no desire to win

converts unto himself. His ardent desire was toobethis disciples to Christ (Il Corinthians
11:2). The Judaizers wanted their converts to cdrtiramselves exclusively to their new leaders
- to be enrolled in a lifetime membership at thieosd of higher learning. Beware of demands to
exclusive allegianced.he true task of a spiritual leader is to get pedp love and follow Christ,
not to promote himself and his ministry. When Raés the wordalienate” (“ekkleisai”) he

was referring to the practice tfarring a door” or bolting them together inside as an isolated
group. This practice is continued today by manyistlleaders .

4:18 -“It is fine to be zealous, provided the purposaysod, and to be so always and not just
when | am with you.”- We need to not only be zealous, but also zedtmuse right thinglt is
unfortunate that some Christians are only stablenithey are around others whom they admire
for their stability.

4:19 -“My dear children, for whom | am again in the painef childbirth until Christ is

formed in you,” - Paul was in deep distress because these falsgengers had so easily stolen
the hearts of the Galatians and bitterly turnedtlgainst Paul whose love was from a sincere
heart. He felt the pains of a mother giving bighatchild who is experiencing medical problems
that could take its life away. Pastoral concern eahgelistic fervor needs to constantly be
blended togethefWhen young they step on your toes; when old gtep on your heart.”
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Ill. HE LONGS FOR THEIR AFFECTIONS (4:12-20)(Contd. )
B. An Appeal to their Affection (4:12-20)(Contd.)

4:20 -“how | wish | could be with you now and change mgrte, because | am perplexed
about you!” - This does not mean that he would change his tegadn have less expectations of
them, but rather that he would change his apprdastead of simply making a clear statement,
he could begin to ask questions in order to undedsthe reason for their change of thought.

This ends a very important part of this particifam of thought. Once again Paul has
addressed a very sensitive issue in a non-compirgnyst very sensitive manner. May we learn
many lessons not just froddHAT he said but alsBlOW he said it.
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LESSON 9
THE DOCTRINAL ARGUMENT (Contd.)
‘FROM SLAVERY TO SONSHIP”
Chapter 4:21-31
I. AN ALLEGORICAL APPEAL
C. An Appeal to Intelligence using an Allegory (4:2-31)

Jewish Rabbis had four ways to interpret the Sorgst.

1. Peshat- Its simple or literal meaning

2. Remaz- Its suggested meaning

3. Derush- Its meaning deduced by investigation
4, Sod- Its allegorical meaning

The first four letters of these words foPRDS which are consonants of the word
“paradise.” These scholars believed that when someone hadigbeuethese four
interpretations, that he had reached the joy cidiae.

“In an allegory, persons and actions represent
hidden meanings, so that the narrative can be read
on two levels: the literal and the symbolic . auPs
use of Genesis in this section does not give us
license to findhidden meaningsin all the events of
the Old Testament. If we take that approach to the
Bible, we can make it mean almost anything we
pleaseThis is the way many false teachings arise . .
. We must accept the plain statements of Scripture
and not try tdspiritualize’ everything’

Warren Weirsbe
“Be Free”
p. 100

4:21 - “Tell me, you who want to be under the laare you not aware of what the law says?
Paul now appeals to their mind - as ones who ghidmselves in understanding the Mosaic Law
and place themselves under it's precepts. It iomant every so often to sit back and evaluate
what we believe according to the Scriptures.

There are many people who genuinely believe theyalowing God’s Word even
though they have never seriously taken the tinev&duate their beliefs according to the

Scriptures.
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I. AN ALLEGORICAL APPEAL (Contd.)
C. An Appeal to Intelligence using an Allegory (4:2-31) (Contd.)

4:22 - "For it is written” - This Biblical account is recorded in GenesislI6\We must
remember that to the Jew the Law (Torah) includedfdhe first five books of the Bible.
Therefore, Genesis was as important as Leviticdsosuteronomy.

- “that Abraham had two sons, one by the slave wanaad the other by the free
womari - It was never God'’s plan for Abraham to haventgtel.He was born from a lack of
faith in the promises of God. There was no probéasntong as only Ishmael was born. As soon as
Isaac was born there came about a conflict beazfube change of status for both Hagar and
Ishmael (Genesis 21:9f.). Even though the Ismaetitere been granted many blessings, they will
never become joint-heirs of the promises of God @emans 9:6-9).

A historical account is helpful in understanding #vents surrounding the birth of Isaac.

1.75yrs - Abram called to go to Canaan (Genesis 12:1-9)
2.85yrs - Abram marries his maidservant Hagar (Genesis-3p:
3. 86 yrs - Hagar is pregnant and Sarah is jealous andeaistHagar and

her son but God returns them to Abraham’s home
(Genesis 16:4-16)
4.99 yrs - God appears to Abram and once again promises tsam
(Genesis 17-18)
5.100yrs -lIsaac is born when Ishmael is 14 yrs old (Gengki%-7)
6. 103 yrs - Isaac is weaned/Ishmael mocks Isaac (Genesisf2la®d must
leave his ancestral home (Genesis 21:9-14)

4:23 -"His son by the slave woman was born in the ordigaway; but his son by the free
woman was born as a result of a promise.lsaac was born because God’s Word brings forth
life no matter what kind of odds it must face. Area womb is no match for the promises of our
creative God.

- Paul makes a clear contrast using this allegeayah was a free woman while Hagar
was a slave. Sarah gave birth in a way that wasidered impossible (supernatural) while Hagar
simply had a natural birth.

4:24 - “These things may be taken figuratively, for the men represent two covenants. One
covenant is from Mount Sinai and bears children wlaoe to be slaves: This is Hagar-"If

Paul was not careful with this allegory the Jewsildsay they were Sarah’s offspring while the
Gentiles were Ishmael’s offspring. The next fewsesrbring the apostle’s thought into a clear
argument.
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LESSON 9

I. AN ALLEGORICAL APPEAL (Contd.)

C. An Appeal to Intelligence using an Allegory (4:2-31) (Contd.)

THE OLD COVENANT THE NEW COVENANT

Based upon the Law of God Based upon the Grace df Go

Hagar the slave/bondwoman Sarah the freewoman

Ishmael - the natural birth Isaac - the supernatuirti

Earthly Jerusalem in bondage Heavenly Jerusalemhwic
free

Judaism Christianity

4:25 -“Now Hagar stands for Mount Sinai in Arabia and coesponds to the present city of
Jerusalem, because she is in slavery with her creld” - Arabia was a wilderness area and was
a fitting symbol for the barrenness that one fditlevliving according to the Law. There are a
number of verses which link Hagar to those livinghe desert of Arabia (Hagarites - see Psalm
83:6; | Chronicles 5:10,19; 27:31).

- “stands for” - This word is used primarily of soldiers dressedording to their ranks. It
indicates how one is much like the other when ldo&iequickly. Without getting too technical,
Hagar was a symbol of the Old Covenant as linked iount Sinai where the Law came from.

4:26 - “But the Jerusalem that is above is free, and slseour motheft - Here is a wonderful
contrast between the Old and the New; the Law amd&5 Sinai and Jerusalem; Hagar and
Sarah; Isaac and Ishmael; bondage and freedom.

Paul clearly understood the symbolism that thepBares had made for centuries (Isaiah
62; Ezekiel 48; cf. Hebrews 12:22; 11:10,16; Reivata21:2,9 ff).

4:27 - “For it is written: ‘Be glad, O barren woman, whodmars no children; break forth and
cry aloud, you who have no labor pains; because mare the children of the desolate woman
than of her who has a husband” This is a quote from Isaiah 54:1. The mockinghef past will
fade as the voices of joyful praise are heard.

4:28 - “Now you, brothers, like Isaac, are children of pnaise” - The New Testament Church
has become much more fertile than that of the @stdment. Sarah became not just ultimately
the mother of the Israeli nation but also the motiall who have accepted Christ the Savior by
their faith (cf. Romans 9:25 f; | Peter 2:10).
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LESSON 9
I. AN ALLEGORICAL APPEAL (Contd.)
C. An Appeal to Intelligence using an Allegory (4:2-31) (Contd.)

4:29 - “At that time the son born in the ordinary way pessuted the son born by the power of
the Spirit. It is the same now* As in Genesis 21:9, so those born under thediespised those
who were born of the Spirit. Even today those wte under the law of manmade rules and
regulations persecute those who have gained fre@a@hrist. Those who have not accepted the
newfound freedom in Christ are constantly antaginie those who have believed. Mental
persecution can become as brutal as any form cfigdiyabuse.

4:30 - “But what does the Scripture say? Get rid of th@agt woman and her son, for the slave
woman’s son will never share in the inheritance Withe free woman’s son"There is no

doubt that the two will never live in harmony wich other. The only way to bring peace is
through separation. Man-made religion and God-niissElom can never be compatibléis
should not be understood that Christians are s@ggptusattack those who have attacked them.
The thought is more of isolation because the tworever truly become one (cf. Amos 3:3;

Il Corinthians 6:14-7:1).

4:31 - “Therefore, brothers, we are not children of théase woman, but of the free woman”
This verse once again sums up the appeal of Paedid for freedom to those who are in Christ
Jesus.

“There are many insidious influences which would
incline the followers of Christ to accept some form
of legal bondage and to forfeit the freedom offfait
Christians should be on their guard lest they seek
for salvation by some other means than that df fait
in Christ alone. As grounds for acceptance with
God, no human expedients or efforts are needed or
can avail.”

Charles R. Erdman

“Epistle of Paul to the Galatians”
p. 96
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LESSON 10
THE MORAL/ETHICAL ARGUMENT
“A LIFE OF FREEDOM IN CHRIST”
Chapter 5:1-12

“The first two chapters were concerned with Paapsstolic
authority; the third and fourth, with the doctrioijustification by
faith; these last deal with the maintenance of &iam liberty. The
first two chapters werpersonal; the second two weigolemical;
these last werpractical. In the first two the doctrine of Christian
liberty wasstated; in the second it wasdefended in the third it is
applied. Or, as some have described these three greaiaigiof
the epistle, the first preserithe apostle of liberty”; the second,
“the doctrine of liberty” ; and the third;the life of liberty.”

Charles R. Erdman
“Epistle of Paul to the Galatians”
p. 97

Note: Polemical mean&var of words; art of controversy; branch of theglp dealing
with differences in doctrine.”

During the last four chapters, Paul has defende@postleship and he has defended the
gospel itself. He showed that it is by faith aléneugh grace and not works that we have been
brought into fellowship with God and freed from these of the law. The conclusion of this
letter brings the proper balance that is alwayessary in the Bible.

“But there is one more point to be made before Pantludes his
letter: that the liberty into which believers agdled is not a liberty
that leads to licensas his opponents would charge, but rather a
liberty that leads to mature responsibility andeds before God
through the power of the indwelling Holy Spirit. i§ltheme
dominates the last two chapters of the Epistle.”

James Montgomery Boice
“The Expositors Bible Commentary”
Vol. 10, p. 486
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LESSON 10
I. IMPERILED BY LEGALISM (5:1-12)
A. A Slave - You Lose your Liberty (5:1)
5:1-"Itis for freedom that Christ has set us free-"Before going on, Paul interjects a verse

that really summarizes the main thought of the ioresschaptersChrist did not set us free so
that we might becomes slaves again.

- “Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be bemeéd again by a yoke of slavety.

- Paul realized that they were standipgn a slippery path. Once they lost their footing
they would find it difficult to regain their staiiiy. Now was the time to get a solid footholche
Jews were taught to take upon themselve$yibiee of the law” as something good and also as
the essence of their religion. Paul sees it aka gbslavery. Elsewhere Paul describes the law
as a yoke that even their forefathers were unabbear (Acts 15:10). Every animal that was
under a yoke was bound to submit to its masterth®mther hand our Lord’s yoke wasasy”
and“light” (Matthew 11:29,30) in comparison. It is a wondeplaradox of the Scripture.

B. A Debtor - You Lose Your Wealth (5:2-6)
5:2 - “Mark my words! -The actual word isbehold.” or “look [with intensity]).

- 1, Paul, tell you that if you let yourselves beéaumcised, Christ will be of no value to
you at all.” - There is an unlimited help offered by Christhose who place their undivided
trust in His unmerited grace. There is also thooglelp given to those who attempt to bypass
His saving work through circumcision or other legaquirements. We must come like those in
the Parable of the Two Debtors (Luke 7:36-50) aslchawledge that our debt is too great for us

to pay.

5:3 -“Again | declare to every man who lets himself bieauimcised that he is obligated to
obey the whole law.> When we accept the privilege of becoming a Caaraditizen, we also
agree to accept and obey the whole law which ounitg has adopted - not just the ones we
agree tolt is a matter osubmissionnotselection.The law was not instituted fécafeteria
eating” - choose the best and leave the rest. Just tliitiledoolishness of running a red light
and trying to explain to the police officer thauyoever stole or committed adultery or cheated
on your income tax.

“No amount of obedience can make up for one act
of disobedience.”
Warren W. Weirsbe
“Be Free”
p. 119

Gamaliel 1l wept when he came to the end of thegn requirements listed in Ezekiel
18:5-9, saying;He who keeps all these requirements will live, hetwho keeps one of them.”
(b. Sanh. 81a)
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LESSON 10
I. IMPERILED BY LEGALISM (5:1-12) (Contd.)
B. A Debtor - You Lose Your Wealth (5:2-6) (Contd.)
5:4 -*You who are trying to be justified by the law habeen alienated from Christ; you have
fallen away from grace.” - This alienation from Christ is apostasy. Thesioerb form means

that it is an established fact based upon a prevagtion. Anyone who returns to the law cuts
themselves off immediately from the grace of GBaey will not mix with each other.

“There can be no compromise, no divided allegianoe,
combination of contradictory methods. The choicesninge made.
It is either law or grace, either faith or workgher self-
righteousness or the righteousness provided by &itiar
circumcision or Christ.”

Charles R. Erdman
“Epistle of Paul to the Galatians”
p. 100

5:5 -“But by faith we eagerly await through the Spiribe righteousness for which we hope.”

- The word used fathope” is not simply a pious wish but rather a strongiessce.
There is an assurance of our full possession bfeaisness which is inherited by faith (Titus
2:13,14). This does not mean that our salvatioisassured today. Salvation is past, present
and future. What happened in the past assuresais @iresent status which will reach its full
manifestation when we go to be with God.

5:6 - “For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor unctumcision has any value.”
Circumcision was sign of the Old Covenant whdeucifixion was the sign of the New
CovenantBoth offered entrance but one could not enter bgtthe same way. Each was an
“Admit One” ticket.

- “The only thing that counts is faith expressingsilf through love. - We can see a
wonderful summation of the Gospel in this verse.M¥gin with Jesus Christ. It proceeds to
show that there is no value in ceremony in detemgiour relationship with Christ. It ends with
combining faith and love as the accepted expressionr new found relationship. Faith must
find love as the avenue to walk upon.

- In Corinthians 7:17-19 we find a different empbkdsecause of the permissiveness that
was the problem among the church compared to gatisen problem in Galatia. The Word of
God will always bring balance to those who are fditny it and submit to its wisdom.
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LESSON 10
I. IMPERILED BY LEGALISM (5:1-12) (Contd.)
C. A Runner - You Lose Your Direction (5:7-12)

5:7 - “You were running a good race.” Paul often used an athletic imagery to desdtibe
Christian race (I Corinthians 9:24-27; Galatiar®, 2hilippians 3;13,14; Il Timothy 4:7).

- “Who cut in on you and kept you from obeying theuth?” - This military term meant
“to set up an obstacle or break up the ra&d A runner could often lose a race simply beeaus
of an illegal interference of another that hadeéb witnessed by the judgd$ere could also be
the thought that someone had influenced them wbéigthe rules and become disqualified from
the race. It must be a terrible frustration froomsone who has put so much time, and talent into
their preparation for an important race to be eithgqualified or never cross over the finish line.

5:8 - “That kind of persuasion does not come from the owio calls you.”- This kind of
persuasion is contrary to the purposes of Godnyrrace each runner is informed of the track
they are to run upon. They understand how manydapseters are required to finish the race.
Anyone who gets off track will be disqualified. Gedlled the runners; trained the runners; set
the rules and entered their names in the.r@oel would never change the rules of the game
either before, during or after the race.

5:9 - “A little yeast works through the whole batch of dgh.” - Normally leaven is seen as
symbol of evil influence (Exodus 12:15-19; 13:7;28 Matthew 16:6-12; | Corinthians 5).

Yeast (like sin) is small but left to its own widermeate a whole loaf of bread. It can be
introduced secretly but it quickly spreads. Sp#itstandards (as important as they are) will never
keep the spreading influence of sin from enterimgahurches. There is a great importance of
dealing early with evil influences.

5:10- “I am confident in the Lord that you will take nother view- There is no firmer basis for
our confidence than that of our Lord. It usuallgyes to be foolish to base our hope on anything
grounded in man’s wisdom or streng®aul had confidence that God would keep them ngni
the race in the right direction if they only wolddep their eyes open.

- The one who is throwing you into confusion wilay the penalty, whoever he may
be.” - Those who bring confusion to the body of Chwdt eventually pay the pricdt really
didn’t matter to Paul whether he named those whe Wwging to get the church off track. The
important thing is that the church is sensitivéheir presence and their hidden agenda.
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LESSON 10
I. IMPERILED BY LEGALISM (5:1-12) (Contd.)
C. A Runner - You Lose Your Direction (5:7-12)
5:11 - “Brothers, if I am still preaching circumcision, wi am | still being persecuted?”
Some of the opposition that was leveled at Pauhsédego be accusations stating that he would

preach circumcision or non-circumcision dependipgruwhat would be better for hirti.that
was the case why was he still being persecuted?

“I am suffering persecution because | preach the
cross, but these false teachers are popular cidsbri
because they preach a religion that pampers the
flesh and feeds the ego.”

Warren W. Wiersbe
“Be Free”
p. 122

5:12 - “As for those agitators, | wish they would go théhale way and emasculate
themselves!”- There seems to come a point when even a maaitbfreaches his limit. Here

Paul is not so much venting a malicious spiritliclemper._ He had a great concern that would go
to extreme limits to guard the grace God and tin tof His Word.

“If we were as concerned for God’s church and
God’s Word as Paul was, we too would wish that
false teachers might cease from the land.”

John Stott

- Since these enemies of grace were encouragiogneaision, Paul uses a strong
illustration to wish that they would go to the extre level of castrating themselves. Paul likely
realized that his readers knew of the practiceeatlmen priests (such as Cybele) who
emasculated themselves as sign of extreme devdievs were not allowed to mutilate
themselves without being excommunicated (Deutergn?dnl ).

We seem to continue to struggle with this heredgyoThank God that He knew we
would need this kind of Biblical foundation to kaitbur church on in the last days. May we never
be misquided in believing that salvation can beegithrough human endeavor.
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LESSON 12
THE MORAL/ETHICAL ARGUMENT

“A LIFE OF FREEDOM IN CHRIST”
Chapter 5:13-26

In the early part of this chapter we studied thel p&legalism by using three analogies:
I. IMPERILED BY LEGALISM (5:1-12)

A. A Slave - You Lose your Liberty (5:1)
B. A Debtor - You Lose Your Wealth (5:2-6)
C. A Runner - You Lose Your Direction

Let us continue to study the moral and ethical mrgpt as set forth by the apostle Paul.
The apostle has been dealing the importance ohiagofree in Christ. Now he deals with it in a
practical manner. In a negative sense, he showstindreedom should not lead to a license to
sin. On the positive side, our freedom should allmwpportunity to better serve God and our
fellow man.

Il. PERVERTED AS LAWLESSNESS (5:13-26)
A. The Christian Life is a Life of Freedom (5:1-15)

5:13-“You, my brothers, were called to be free. But dotruse your freedom to indulge the
sinful nature; rather, serve one another in love"There is always the flip side of every coin.
Some were bound by legalism while others were pgngethe freedom they had received to live
in a manner that was NOT worthy of the One who ¢edtbd them out of darkness into His
glorious light.

- “You, my brothers, were called to be fredhe word“free or freedom”is an aorist
verb which indicates that their freedom was essaklil in the past so that they had already
experienced it but they could not understand itsezar herefore, they were not making the best
use of it.

- But do not use your freedom to indulge the sinfuhture; rather, serve one another in
love” - Anyone who uses their newfound freedom as a$iedo sin is simply attempting to find
an excuse for their self-indulgendaberty can degenerate into a license to sin whehould be
offering us an opportunity to serve one another.

- The word used fofindulge’ or ‘as an opportunity” (Gr. - “aphorm ) is a military
term that speaks d$etting us a base camp for operationgOur sinful nature is always looking
for an opportunity to become established in owgdiv
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LESSON 12
Il. PERVERTED AS LAWLESSNESS (5:13-26)(Contd.)
A. The Christian Life is a Life of Freedom (5:1-15(Contd.)

Paul did not want these brothers in Christ to céorg wrong conclusion (as is
stated below) as could have been possible for todmelieve.

“That, then, means that | can do what | like; laé t
restraints are lifted and | can follow my inclirats
wherever they lead me. Law is gone and grace
ensures forgiveness anyway.” William Barclay

5:14 - “The entire law is summed up in a single command:dve your neighbor as yourself”
This summation of the law can be found in Levitid®s18. Its truth was commonplace in
rabbinic belief and was supported in the teachingesus (Matthew 22:39; Luke 10:25-28). If
we would obey the “law of love” we would fulfill Edlhe requirements of any legal or moral law.
Jesus’ teaching on tli&olden Rule” (Matthew 7:12) sums up the requirements of the law and
the prophetsThe law brought many positive contributions to dlegvish nation.

5:15- “If you keep on biting and devouring each other, vz out or you will be destroyed by
each other”- Paul now uses a vivid illustration to bring a@st. These words illustrate a pack
of wild animals attacking the throat of their vinti going for the jugular veirhe word

“biting” speaks of the fierce and cruel manner of theioast The‘devouring” indicates the
ultimate destructiveness created by their actions.

B. The Christian Life is a Life of the Spirit (5:16-26)
1. The Conflict (5:16,17)

5:16-"So | say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gtify the desires of the sinful nature? It

is one thing to point out the problems we face levhiis another to offer constructive solutions.
The answer that Paul gives is by turning to thegyoot the Holy Spirit. ThéSpirit - pneuma”

was originally translatetlvind, air, breath, or life.” It is as God breathes into our spirit a breath
of life that we become a living soul. As we surrendnd respond to the leading of the Holy
Spirit we will find the strength to turn from ountul desires.

- When he saydive by the Spirit” he is telling them to keep living or walking ireth
power and guidance of the Holy Spirit as they bdgaheir Christian walk. It is not something
to start doing but rather to keep on doing.

- “and you will not gratify the desires of the sinfulature” - There is an assurance for
those who walk by the Spirit. They will definitatyt (an emphatic verb) fulfill their fleshly
desires.
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LESSON 12
Il. PERVERTED AS LAWLESSNESS (5:13-26)(Contd.)
B. The Christian Life is a Life of the Spirit (5:16-26) (Contd.)
1. The Conflict (5:16,17) (Contd.)
5:17 - “For the sinful nature desires what is contrary tihe Spirit, and the Spirit what is
contrary to the sinful nature. They are in confliavith each other, so that you do not what you

want ” - Our sinful nature can and only will be in diregposition with the Spirit of God living
within us._This will be a constant battle as losgae live in our corruptible body.

“Some have maintained that there is no conflichimithe
Christian because of the supposition that the atdne governed
by the flesh is eradicated. But this is not trueoading to this and
other passages. Naturally, the flesh is to becorreasingly
subdued as a Christian learns by grace to walkarSpirit. But it
is never eliminatedSo the Christian is never released from the
necessity of consciously choosing to go God’s Wénere is no
escape from the need to depend on God'’s grace.”

James Montgomery Boice
The Expositor’s Bible Commentary
Vol. 10, Galatians p. 495

2. The Conquest (5:18)

5:18- “But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not undéhe law” - The solution is not to set
our will against the flesh as much as it to suregralir will to the Holy Spirit to lead and govern
as He so desires. It is not so much a matter oéfas it is our choice as He guides us to do His
will (Hebrews 10:14-17).

3. The Crucifixion (5:19-21,24)
a). The Sexual Sins (5:19, 21a)

5:19- “The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexuahmorality, impurity and

debauchery”- The first sin of'sexual immorality is actually dealing with two ss GK. -

porneia” or “adultery” is illicit sex between married people difidrnication” which is the

same type of sin among unmarried people. This tnasnost open and shameless vice practiced
in the Roman and Greek world at the time of Paul.
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LESSON 12
Il. PERVERTED AS LAWLESSNESS (5:13-26)(Contd.)
B. The Christian Life is a Life of the Spirit (5:16-26) (Contd.)
3. The Crucifixion (5:19-21,24) (Contd.)
a). The Sexual Sins (5:19, 21&Tontd.)

- “Impurity” (Gk. - akatharsia”) was used to describe the pus in an unclean wamd,;
unpruned tree; as well as un-sifted material.

- “Debauchery” - This has been translatéglantonness - KJV; licentiousness - RSt
has been defined asadiness for any pleasure.This sexual sin basically has no form of
restraint People committing this act cease to care wharstimay think about their actions.

b). The Superstitious Sins (5:20a)

5:20a- “idolatry and witchcraft” - In “idolatry” man essentially worships the creature rather
than the Creator. It is when we worship the thiwgshave made. It is essentially materialism in
today’s mind set.

The term*witchcraft” comes from the Greek wofgharmakeia” which means the
“practice of medicine or drugs.”We derive our wortjpharmacy” from this word. Drugs were
often used to enhance a magical performance. Téerng of the mind was the goal of sorcerers
which was forbidden for God’s people (Deuteronory9i22).Both Peter (Acts 8:9-24) and
Paul (Acts 13:8-11) dealt severely with sorcerkeytcame in contact with.

c). The Social Sins (5:20b-21a)

5:20b - “hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selimmbition, dissensions, factiofis The

word for“hatred” speaks of one who is hostile to his fellow maal be seen between classes,
nations and individuals. This kind of attitude @sfand challenges others into acts of hostility.
Jesus taught us to love our enemies (Matthew 5:44).

- One who bring&discord” or “strife” depicts one who has entered a rivalry over a prize
This can be seen when we compete against eachiothevay of making ourselves look good
while attempting to make others look bad. Paul ea@scerned that this attitude and action be
kept out of the church (I Corinthians 1:11; 3:3).

- When Paul speaks gealousy” comes from thézelos” from which we get the word
“zeal.” Here we see Paul is referring ttp@rverted or selfish zedl one that strongly desires
what another has.

- Those who struggle witHits of rage” are those who have an uncontrolled temper. It
describes a quick temper that flares up and diesatlier than one that is prolonged.
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LESSON 12
Il. PERVERTED AS LAWLESSNESS (5:13-26)(Contd.)
B. The Christian Life is a Life of the Spirit (5:16-26) (Contd.)
3. The Crucifixion (5:19-21,24) (Contd.)
c). The Social Sins (5:20b-21a) (Contd.)

5:20b - “hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selimmbition, dissensions, factiois Those
who struggle with'selfish ambition” are like a hireling (which is its root word) whalivonly
work for pay. This as well as others sins are aisotioned in Il Corinthians 12:20.

- The word“dissensions or seditionsineansa standing apart” while “factions”
describe one with a party spirit. This type of @am spirit has destroyed many good churches.

5:21 - “and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. | wayou, as | did before, that those who
live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God.- Those with'envy” continue to walk with
grudges against others because of what they hawedyanot because this person is jealous.

- Even though the Greeks and Romans drank winedadstf milk in their home along
with their children they did condemn those who hesitthe state dtirunkenness.” They
thought it turned a man into a beast.

- It came to be associated with the drunf@ngies” of the day. Some versions use the
word “carousing” which describe a band of celebrants who accomgahasr friend after
becoming a victor in a competition.

“It described unrestrained revelry, enjoyment that
has generated into license.”

William Barclay
The Daily Bible Study

“The Letters to the Galatians and Ephesians
p. 49

- I warn you, as | did before, that those who lilike this will not inherit the kingdom
of God” - Paul is not talking about tteet of sinas much as thieabit of sin. Paul also mentions
these in | Corinthians 6:9f and Ephesians 5:5.
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LESSON 12
Il. PERVERTED AS LAWLESSNESS (5:13-26)(Contd.)
B. The Christian Life is a Life of the Spirit (5:16-26) (Contd.)
4. The Christian Character (5:22,23)

5:22 - “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace gpience, kindness, goodness,

faithfulness” - There are four words in the Greek languagewleatranslate as love. We should
all strive to attain to the “queen of graces” amal tis love - agape love (John 13:35; | John 3:14;
Romans 13:8).

a. Attitude Toward God
i. Love

Physical Love- The first is‘eros” which is never used in
the N.T. It speaks of a love for a maid; a pass®mkand of love that is self-seeking.

Friendship Love - The second i%hilia” which is a warm
love that we feel toward our nearest and deariestdr

Family Love - The third is'storge” which describes the
affection of parents toward their children

d). Divine Love - The fourth is‘agape” which is a
Christian word describing an unconquerable beneeleThis kind of love is demonstrated
when someone may insult, injure or humiliate el e never seek for revenge but rather we
deliberately bring out the highest godids a feeling of the mind as well as the helalso
concerns the will as much as the emotions.

ii. Joy

This is that inward peace and sufficiency thatasaffected
by outward circumstances. Happiness depends upmumtstances where joy does not. A case in
point can be found in the life of Paul (Philippiah40-20)

iii. Peace
The common Hebrew worghalom” was used as a form

of greeting. People pronounced a peace upon thegegteeted. Those who are at peace with
God should act as an arbiter in their community.
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LESSON 12
Il. PERVERTED AS LAWLESSNESS (5:13-26)(Contd.)
B. The Christian Life is a Life of the Spirit (5:16-26) (Contd.)
4. The Christian Character (Contd.)
b. Attitudes to our Fellow Man

5:22 - “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace gpience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness”

i. Patience- The KJV translates it d&kongsuffering.” This
describes the steadfastness and staying-powereoivba is tried to their limit. The Hebrew
counterpart is one who fong in nostril” which is where they believed that anger was vented
It describes one who endures courageously withoittireg.

ii. Kindness - God used His kindness to lead people to repeatan
(Romans 2:4). There is no better way to continu8ad’s kindness than to show others the
kindness of God (Il Samuel 9:3)

iii. Goodness- This has been described as “virtue equipped at
every point.” This word appears to be more actiweq in action) than kindness although it is
very difficult to distinguish between theiBome see it as being generous.

c. Attitudes toward Ourselves

i. Faithfulness- This word speaks of being dependable. This fruit
shows that we are trustworthy either in the sefisernaining true to the standards of truth or in
the sense of being reliable in our dealing witheash

5:23- “gentleness and self-control”

ii. Gentleness- It contains three meanings in the NEIrst, it
speaks of being submissive to the will of God (Meit 5:5; 11:29; 21:5%econdly,it refers to
being teachable; a person who is not too proudaml(James 1:21)hirdly, it mostly refers to
being considerate to the needs of others ((I Guent 4:21; Il Corinthians 10:1; Ephesians 4:2).
Aristotle used this word to describe someone whddfia proper balance in the extremes of
anger.This fruit shows itself by being angry at the tigime. It was used to describe a wild
animal that had been tamed.

iii. Self-Control - Plato used this word to speak of someone who
had mastered himself.we never master ourselves, we will find it difflt to serve each othdt.
was often used of describing control over sensassipns; hence chastity.
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LESSON 12
Il. PERVERTED AS LAWLESSNESS (5:13-26)(Contd.)
B. The Christian Life is a Life of the Spirit (5:16-26) (Contd.)
4. The Christian Character (Contd.)

5:23 -*“Against such things there is no law* The Law never forbid these qualities to exist.
Such virtues actually fulfilled the lawhose who practiced these fruit will never havevtory
about the consequences of breaking the law. ThHeses can only be manifested as we allow
the Holy Spirit to flow into and through our liféhe Law prescribed certain forms of conduct
and prohibited others, but love, joy, peace andakecannot be legally enforced.

“A vine does not produce grapes by Act of
Parliament; they are the fruit of the vine’s owfe;|i

so the conduct which conforms to the standard of
the Kingdom is not produced by any demand, not
even God’s, but is the fruit of that divine nature
which God gives as the result of what he has done
in and by Christ. ”

S. H. Hooke
“What is Christianity?”
P. 264

5:24 - “Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucifiecethinful nature with its passions
and desire.”- In a true sense, the battle of the flesh onbjifseonce we become born of the
Spirit of God and choose to walk in a manner thgliéasing to Him.

“When we accepted Christ, those evil impulses and
appetites which sought to control us were regarded
as nailed to the cross. In reality they are notidea
They still harass us. They are doomed to death, and
to them we need not submit. However, as we
oppose them, we, too, feel the bitterness of the
cross. It is no easy struggle . . . We behold \wimo
died for us and ever lives.”

Charles R. Erdman

“Epistle of Paul to the Galatians”
p. 114
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LESSON 12
Il. PERVERTED AS LAWLESSNESS (5:13-26)(Contd.)
B. The Christian Life is a Life of the Spirit (5:16-26) (Contd.)

4. The Christian Character (Contd.)

5:25- “Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in stejih the Spirit” - We have got to learn to
walk WITH the Holy Spirit. The NEB translates'lit the Spirit is the source of life, let the Spiri
also direct our course.”

5:26 - “Let us not become conceited, provoking and envyeagrh other’- This verse brings us
back to a summation of verse 15. The wtohceited” describes someone who boasts when in
reality they have nothing to boast abotitose who do not refrain from this kind of conceilt

lead others into competition and division. We may atheological debate but lose a brother to
the world.

- The word“provoking” means'to call forth” or to“challenge.” Many a church war
could be avoided if God’s people would simply alltve Holy Spirit to produce His fruit in and
through our lives.

We will all put on the nature of a spirit. If it it that of the Holy Spirit, ti will be that of
the unholy spirit of the evil one. The choice iallgours. What choice have you made?
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LESSON 13
THE MORAL/ETHICAL ARGUMENT
“A LIFE OF FREEDOM IN CHRIST”
Chapter 6:1-10
Every Christian lives under the Law of Lovihe last chapter concluded with a contrast

between the acts of the sinful nature and the &fuihe Spirit. Here Paul shows how we should
conduct ourselves around a fallen brother as vgalh aelation to our religious teachers.

lll. PERFECTED BY LOVE (6:1-10)
There are two types of burdens that a Christiaadsired to carry on behalf of another.
A. The Burden of Moral Fault (6:1-5)
1. A Contrast in Aim (6:1-2)

6:1 - “Brothers, if someone is caught in a sin"Even the best of men slip. The word that Paul
uses in the Greek fs " or“paraptoma” which refers not to a deliberate sin but
rather to*one who had slipped as like a man on an icy roadaodangerous pathway.Tt

carries an element of surprise.

-“you who are spiritual should restore him gentlyThe word for‘restore” was used
for “executing a repair like a surgeon removing a grovetr setting a broken limb back into
place.” - Paul is more interested in a cure than in punestit. The correction is more of an
amendment than a punishment.

“Nothing reveals the wickedness of legalism better
than the way the legalists treat those who have
sinned.

Warren W. Wiersbe
“ Be Free"
p. 140

- “But watch yourself, or you also may be tempted’Paul has also reminded us

“So, if you think you are standing firm, be careful
that you don't fall.”

| Corinthians 10:12
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LESSON 13
lIl. PERFECTED BY LOVE (6:1-10)(Contd.)
A. The Burden of Moral Fault (6:1-5) (Contd.)
1. A Contrast in Aim (6:1-2) (Contd.)

6:2 - “Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way youllfulfill the law of Christ” - Four

times in the letter Paul uses the wtindaring.” In this case Paul uses a word that is often
translated'shoulder.” We all need someone to help us bear heavy loatdsrgdtation and the

trials of life that often try to weigh us down.we are to place a burden on one another, may it be
a burden of mutual sympathyt we need to observe a law, may it be the lawisEhThose who

bear one another’s burdens are exemplifying a digunality (Psalm 55: 22).

- The most difficult burdens to bear are those @ased with moral fault or failure.
These are the kinds that need to be borne by thbeere strong.

2. A Contrast in Attitude (6:3-5)

6:3 - “If anyone thinks he is something when he is nottg, he deceives himself-’Just as in
Romans 12:3, the Galatians were not to considensblres more highly than they actually were.
This teaching would be in strong contrast to tharlRhic concept of self-righteousneshis is

like the old sayingthe white man speaks with forked tongug@&lie one who is being deceived
though is the speaker, not the hearer.

6:4 - “Each one should test his own actions. Then he dake pride in himself, without
comparing himself with someone elseWe need to scrutinize our own work. The word fo
“test” was used when metals were tested to see howlpeyevere. In Il Corinthians 10:12, Paul
also speaks of the foolish of us measuring oursedve&omparing ourselves with one another. To
use each other as a standard in which to folloavkisnd of escape from reality. When a Christian
has his eyes on God rather than on other Christiben in his own eyes he will be at best an
unprofitable servant (Luke17:10) and God Himself véiceive glory (Il Corinthians 10:12-18).

6:5 - “For each one should carry his own load.” The word Paul uses is one that describes a
“soldier’s pack.” This is the kind of burden that each of us needsetir by ourselves. The type
of burden described in 6:2 is one that we needto tbgether because it is too heavy to bear
alone.
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LESSON 13
Ill. PERFECTED BY LOVE (6:1-10)(Contd.)
B. The Burden of Temporal Needs (6:6-10)(Contd.)
6:6 - “Anyone who receives instruction in the word mudiage all good things with his
instructor” - Paul also describes this principle in | Coriatig 9:11, 14; | Timothy 5:17,18; cf.

Luke 10:7, that a workman is worthy of his pay.tAs teacher shares the good things of the
Word, so the congregation needs to share their gonds with their teacher.

6:7 - “Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A maapewhat he sows” Although we
can try to fool ourselves (by sowing little but exting much), we cannot fool God. The results
of poor sowing will be poor reaping.

6:8 - “The one who sows to please his sinful nature, frahmat nature will reap destruction:

The prophet Hosea said that we would sow the aimdireap the whirlwind - Hosea 8:7. No
farmer would think of sowing in his field decayintatter because he would realize that he would
have a crop failure._We have often sown a hawesitten seeds hoping there will be a crop
failure. The unfortunate thing is that these rotten seeds lforth a harvest, which is destructive.

“There are those who feel that they have escapedesults of
moral conduct if they have been able to conceah fiiwe world
their wrongdoing. Others seem to imagine thdtéfwrong is
merely forgotten and regarded as a matter of teethare will be
no harvest of suffering or pain. Still others sdermmagine that
religion is a device intended to secure immunityrfrthe results of
a moral fault. They deceive themselves by belgtirat the
paying of penance or the confession of a faultpoi@st or minister
will prevent a wrong course of action from producany
distressing consequences. They even believehbattying of
masses and prayers will enable a gross sinnectpegrom
purgatory to paradise. Others suppose that thagakd the
receiving of the forgiveness of God will cause this of sowing
and reaping to be suspended. There is a realggridon, but it
does not prevent the sinner from reaping a haofgstinishment
and of shamelt does secure this supremely important thing;
namely, the removal of the barrier of conscioudtguhich
separates the soul from God.”

Charles Erdman
“Epistle of Paul to the Galatians”
p. 119,120
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LESSON 13
Ill. PERFECTED BY LOVE (6:1-10)(Contd.)
B. The Burden of Temporal Needs (6:6-10)(Contd.)
6:8 - “the one who sows to please the Spirit, from therBpiill reap eternal life” - In the book
of Romans 6:20-23, Paul also shows the contrasieleet these two types of reaping. The

context of this verse shows that congregationssingport good teachers will reap a spiritual
harvest. They will see many souls brought intokingdom of God

6:9 - “Let us not become weary in doing good’'One of the great hindrances into sowing
spiritually is that there is a lapse of time betweénting and harvestThose involved in the
work can become weary and discouraged. We neeaohtiinue working despite many tears and
aching hearts.

- “for at the proper time we will reap a harvest ifexdo not give up™ There areseasons
for the soujjust as there are and we must give the seed time to take rootand t
bear fruit.

6:10 - “Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do gdodll people”- We testify to people
not simply by oumvords but also by ouwork. The Bible tells us that there are those who db ev
things (Psalm 34:16). There are people who willmegood for good and evil for evil (I
Thessalonians 5:15; Luke 6:32-35). To a Christremare to return good for e{lRomans
12:18-21). We need to use every opportunity avhEléddo good to others.

- “especially to those who belong to the family adlievers”- This does not mean that
the church is to become an isolated group of mesnléwd makes us a receiver of good things
S0 we can also be a transmitter of those same thaagk. If Christians neglect one another they
will have little thought for the needs of non-Chiass. There is an old saying that goes
“generosity begins at home.”
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LESSON 14

THE MORAL/ETHICAL ARGUMENT
“THE MARKS OF FREEDOM”
Chapter 6:11-18

As the apostle Paul comes to the close out hisr)die takes the pen from his scribe
(amanuenses) and begins to write the final wordgsrown handwriting. In this summary we
find a fresh warning against the legalizers. W dind him restating that Christianity is internal
and supernatural rather than external and humasatitupt ending leaves the reader with a
sharp contrast between faith and works.

6:11 -“See what large letters | used as | write to youtlvmy own hand!”- The large letters
may be due to three things: (1) It may be duenifsartance, as if it were printed in a heavy type
like block capitals (2) It could have been thatiR@as not used of writing, therefore, his

printing was larger than the scribe had been us§ihdt may be that Paul’s eyes were weak (Il
Corinthians 12:7; Galatians 4:15), so thereforewhae with larger letters to be able to see what
he wrote.

l. THE LEGALISTS (6:12,13)

6:12 - “Those who want to make a good impression outwardig trying to compel you to be
circumcised to. The only reason they do this isatwid being persecuted for the cross of
Christ.” - When Paul says they wanted'teake a good impressionhe was trying to point out
their insincerity. He was essentially saying areltivere not what they seemed to be. We also
need to be on our guard against those who try teraa impression.

“To the Jewish mind which had not been liberated
from legalism, the finest outward display of a ng&an’
serious intentions towards piety was his willingnes
to submit to circumcision.”
Donald Guthrie
“The New Century Bible Commentary”
P. 149

- The word used folcompel” was also used in Galatians 2:14 speaking of haer Res
strongly influencing the Gentiles to follow Jewislstoms. It is a strong word. Paul seems to
use it to underline the serious threat that heeaidg with.

The first reason Paul gives for the circumcisiarthat the Judaisers wanted to save
themselves from persecution. The Romans recogmieedewish religion and officially allowed
it to be practiced. However, any changes fronmibrenal were usually looked upon by the
Romans as a splinter group that would probablyeansinsurrection if left unchecked.
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LESSON 14
l. THE LEGALISTS (6:12,13) (Contd)

“The difficulty is the cross, because the crossakpef the
necessity of a divine death as the only solutiothéosin of man.
To have the cross is to have three disquietinghamailiating
doctrines: (1) man is a sinner; (2) his sin brihgs under the
curse of God, which curse Christ bore; and (3) ingtiman can do
can earn salvation, for if this were possible,diwss would have
been unnecessary. These doctrines humble menseGQoently,
men hate the cross and actively persecute thosewaotaim it.”

James Montgomery Boice
“The Expositor's Bible Commentary”
Vol 10; Galatians
p. 506

6:13 - “Not even those who are circumcised obey the laet, they want you to be circumcised
that they may boast about your flesh-"Paul saw it ironic that the Judaisers were meheble

to keep the law that they expected others to. ®Wasalnot criticizing them for failure to keep the
law, but for failure to recognize their inability 8o so.In fact, no one could! It was like having
someone join a company that had gone bankiitipty wanted to glory in their power over
people whom they reduced to the same level asldwalistic slavery.

- Paul saw these ones as trophy hunters who wamtsdd to their inflated figures of
conversions to Judaisranfortunately the same practice is perpetratedytbgahose who take
pride in their boasting.

Il. JESUS CHRIST (6:14-16)

6:14 - “May | never boast except in the cross of our Lodésus Christ, through which the

world has been crucified to me, and | to the wofld.If anyone wishes to boast this is the way
to do it without sinning. In essence, this is therfdation message of the gospel. In using the full
names of the Savior, he was literally proclaimitige God who saves, the Messiah.”

- Paul realized that he once was once ruled bymaitéaws. He once glorified in human
attainment (Philippians 3:3 — 6). Paul replacedskifish and fleshly attitudes with this new life
based upon the crucifixion of his Savior.

6:15 - “Neither circumcision nor uncircumcision means anlging; what counts is the new
creation.” - There was the time when circumcision did maert. now that they have become a
new creation Christ, the obligations of the law eveompletely inconsistent with the teaching of
the gospel. It is important not only to beicified with Christ but also to beecreated by Christ.
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LESSON 14
IIl. JESUS CHRIST (6:14-16) (Contd.)

6:16 - “Peace and mercy to all who follow this rule, evémthe Israel of God.” Paul makes
three points in this statement (1) the peace andywé God are given to those who adhere to
the gospel. (2) all who believe the gospel haveldigation to walk in its truth (3) those who do
are the true Israel.

- Paul was not trying to speak of Jewish Christ@na separate group within the
churches. It seems like he held a good hope inltireate blessing of Israel according to the
Scriptures (Romans 11:26). This probably carridh wian eschatological perspective.

[ll. THE APOSTLE PAUL (6:17-18)

6:17 - “Finally, let no one cause me trouble, for | beamomy body the marks of Jesus-"Paul
was appealing to the churches not to trouble hirgitaiypg way to the legalistic heresies of the
Judaizers. He had suffered enough. It was timé#®rchurches to bear some of their own
suffering by resisting this kind of teaching.

- It was a common practice the master would brasdlaves with a mark that proved
that they were hif?aul doesn’t use his apostolic authority but nakii® wounds to prove his
commitment to Christ. Among some of the most peenamarks would have been left from his
stoning at Lystra (Acts 14:19; Il Corinthians 6:418.:25).

6:18 - “The grace of our LORD Jesus Christ be with yourigph brothers. Amen’ - After all
Paul's arguments and rebukes, he ends with the @fa@od. In reality, grace is a priority word
of this letter.This was a common way that Paul ended his letRwsans 16:20; first
Corinthians 16:23; Philippians 4:23; | Thessalogiar28: Il Thessalonians 3:18).

“the letter to the Galatians, with its trumpet dall
Christian freedom, has time and again released the
true gospel from the bonds in which well-meaning
but misguided people have confined it so thatiit ca
once more exert its emancipating power in the life
of mankind, empowering those who receive it to
stand fast in the freedom from which Christ has set

them free.”
F.F. Bruce
“New International Greek Testament Commentary ota€ans”
p. 278

Any church that is able to bear the grace of God@with the scars or marks (Gr.
(stigmata) can walk with the assurance that theydatinguished as God’s people.
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